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INTERNATIONAL 
BRIGADE MEMORIAL 
TRUST 


Remembering the heroes of the 
Spanish Civil War and World War Two 


Victory Day 2012, the 67th anniversary of the entry of the Red Army into 
Berlin, saw an increased attendance at the annual commemoration at 
the Soviet War Memorial in London. 

The event commemorates the extraordinary sacrifice of the Soviet 
people who eventually rolled back the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union, 
and enabled the scourge of Third Reich fascism to be wiped from the 
face of the earth. Around 27 million Soviet lives were lost in the course 
of the war on the Eastern Front. 
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Flowers in Spanish Republican colours laid on behalf of IBMT 


A group of Soviet veterans attended and laid flowers on behalf of their 
fallen comrades. A Jewish concentration camp survivor laid flowers to 


. ‘ - P Pauline Fraser prepares to lay flowers at the Soviet War 
give thanks to the Red Army for liberating him. Memorial on behalf of IBMT 
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The International Brigade Memorial Trust was invited to lay flowers 
alongside other UK veterans’ organisations, showing the link between 
the fight against fascism in Spain through to the end of World War Two. 
Other veterans’ associations included the Russian Convoy Club, the 
RAF Russia Association, the Merchant Navy Association and the 
Association of Jewish ex-Servicemen and Women. 

There has been a steady increase in attendance at the commemoration 
year on year. The presence this year of many younger generation 
Russians, working or studying in London, was particularly noticeable. 
Pupils from the Russian Embassy School took part and one of them 
gave a moving rendition of a song of resistance from the time. Russian 
families brought their children, thus ensuring that the memory of this 
heroic sacrifice by the peoples of the former Soviet Union in the victory 
over fascism will never be forgotten. 
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People queue to lay flowers at Soviet War Memorial 


If you would like the join the International Brigade Memorial Trust, 
please contact the Membership Secretary, Mary Greening, by email: 
memsec @international-brigades.org.uk or by phone: 029 2055 2315. 
Rates are £15.00 a year for standard membership, £7.50 for 
concessions. Members receive the newsletter three times a year, with is 

= = Pauline Fraser (I) with Red Army veterans and young 
full details of forthcoming events. supporter (far right) 
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Editorial 


IGNORANCE AND ARROGANCE 


By Gerry Gable 


TWO MONTHS AGO, as a result of our 
ongoing intelligence gathering and its 
analysis, Searchlight raised the issue of 
violent nazis going about their evil work 
within Britain's armed forces. As we pointed 
out, this problem has occurred on several 
occasions since the Second World War and 
in most instances the powers that be have 
eventually got around to dealing with it. 

We discovered a serving Royal Marine 
who has not only played an active role in 
the street activities of various nazi groups in 
Liverpool and the North West but has also 
tried to recruit other disgruntled Marines 
serving in Afghanistan. 

We wrote to ministers in the coalition 
government with responsibility for defence, 
the appropriate law officers and their 
opposite numbers in the Labour Party. 

We sent them the two issues of Searchlight 
in which we covered this serious matter and 
a copy of the letter we had sent to the 
Chief of the Defence Staff, General Sir 
David Richards. With the exception of one 
Liberal Democrat peer with a firm military 
background, who was very helpful, we 
have not received a single response. 

Some praise is due for the police, in 
contrast, because a number of activists 
in what can be described as far-right 
groups with a taste for turning themselves 
into active nazi paramilitary teams have 
been arrested on various charges. We 
will not comment further while they face 
legal due process. 

At the start of this year we campaigned 
successfully with others to keep the war 
criminals’ and terrorists’ favourite lawyer, 
Jacques Vergés, out of the UK. His decision 
not to attend a debate at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, part of 


London University, was not the result of 
any Home Office intervention. However 
since then a steady stream of high profile 
nazis, fascists, antisemites and racists have 
arrived on these shores unhindered to 
address the secret meetings of either the 
New Right group or the IONA London 
Forum. Verges and his friends here have 
already floated the idea of inviting him 
again this month or next. 

Last month Giinter Deckert, the leading 
nazi in the largest of the German far-right 
parties, the German National Democratic 
Party (NPD), paid his second visit to 
Britain within a year. Deckert has 
convictions for incitement to hatred and 
insulting the victims of the Holocaust, 
which would have provided grounds for 
the Home Secretary to exclude him in 
the public interest. 

He is certainly not one to water down 
his policies and in his speech to around 50 
British fascists he lambasted the NPD for 
trying to curry public favour in Germany by 
moderating its programme. He clearly 
wanted the party to be more active in 
promoting nazism and hate. 

The lack of action by both the 
government and the opposition on these 
two issues is very worrying and smacks not 
so much of indifference but of a serious 
failure in their intelligence analysis and 
growing arrogance towards the public. 
Searchlight will continue its long-time 
tradition of arming the public and 
especially the antifascist movement with 
the type of intelligence and analysis that 
has made us the first line of defence 
against the enemies of democracy and 
their unthinking and lazy helpers in the 
corridors of power. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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Investigation and analysis and analysis 


By Sonia Gable 


SUPPORT FOR A NEW ‘nationalist 
unity’ party is growing after the poor 
showing of the British National Party 
and all its far-right rivals in last 
month's London and local elections. 
Andrew Brons, the BNP MEP for 
Yorkshire and The Humber, has at last 
decided the time is right to break from 
the BNP and launch a new party. He 
appears to be gaining support among 
influential activists of several parties. 

As Searchlight went to press, former 
BNP North East regional organiser Ken 
Booth and other supporters of Brons 
were preparing to hold a meeting in 
Benwell, Newcastle upon Tyne, on 
Sunday 27 May at which Brons and 
the veteran activist Richard Edmonds, 
now in the National Front, were 
expected to issue a statement of 
intent to form a new party. 

And in London influential activists 
from several parties met at the Old 
King's Head pub on Borough High 
Street on 17 May to consider the way 
forward for ‘nationalism’. Nearly all 
those present agreed to support a new 
party with Brons as a figurehead 
leader, though many emphasised that, 
as a busy MEP, Brons would need the 
support of a council of management 
to build a new party. 

Until now Brons has insisted that the 
time was not right for a new party. At 
his BNP Ideas group conference last 
October he refused to be pressurised 
into leading a split with the BNP, 
believing that he would need at least 
1,500 members to go with him to 
create a serious political force rather 
than yet another splinter group that 
crashes and burns. He wanted to wait 
until Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, had 
reached the end of the road in his 
attempts to wriggle out of paying 
those many people who have valid 
claims against the party. 

But it is the BNP's electoral failure 
rather than financial problems that has 
convinced Brons to act. Financially at 


least, the BNP appears to have put the 
worst behind itself, after Clive 
Jefferson, the BNP’s national treasurer, 
succeeded in drastically cutting the 
party's costs, and the party came into 
a £500,000 legacy, though the cash 
has not yet been received. 

Last month's election results were 
certainly a disappointment. That and 
the collapse of BNP organisational 
structures in many parts of the 
country have convinced Brons's 
supporters that the party has reached 
the end of the road. 


Lost deposits 

In London, where four years ago the 
BNP took 5.3% of the London-wide 
vote to secure Richard Barnbrook a 
seat on the London Assembly, the 
party polled only 2.1%, far lower than 
its 4.7% in 2004 and even the 2.8% it 
took in 2000, well before its run of 
council election successes from 2002 
onwards. As a result, the BNP lost the 
£5,000 deposit it paid to contest the 
London-wide poll - the first time it 
had done so. Coming on top of the 
£10,000 lost deposit for the mayoral 
election, the £10,000 cost of 
appearing in the London mayoral 
election booklet, and six lost £1,000 
deposits in the constituency elections, 
the London election has cost the party 
dear for little benefit. 

In fact the party claims to have 
spent over £200,000 on the London 
elections. That included one million 
copies of an eight-page election 
newspaper which the party claimed 
was made possible by the bequest. 
The paper, delivered (by a delivery 
company) after postal votes had gone 
out, proclaimed on its back page, 
“Vote for hope", perhaps an attempt 
to take the wind out of the sails of the 
anti-BNP Hope Not Hate campaign, 
which distributed a leaflet calling on 
people to “Vote hope”. 

The BNP paper's front page 


nere next for the far right? 


headline, “Proud Londoner leaves 

£¥% million to BNP", was a strange 
way of trying to attract votes. In fact 
among all the messages of “hope”, 
“real hope” and love for London it 
was impossible to discern why voters 
should actually support the BNP. The 
only hint as to the party's policies was 
the somewhat meaningless phrase 
“Protecting your identity and culture”. 
Did that include Muslim Londoners’ 
identity and culture, Afro-Caribbean 
Londoners’ identity and culture ...? 
One of the boasts of the organisers of 
the Olympic Games is that London is 
the first city where every language 
spoken by competitors is also spoken 
among the city's inhabitants. Did the 
BNP want to protect the identities and 
cultures of the whole world? 

More love inside from Carlos 
Cortiglia, the BNP's candidate for 
mayor, who promised to “uphold the 
traditions and values of this country | 
have grown to love”. Voters were 
unconvinced. Cortiglia attracted just 
1.3% of the vote, coming last of the 
seven candidates, a poor comparison 
to Barnbrook's 2.8% in 2008 and 
Julian Leppert's 3.0% of 2004. Even 
Mike Newland in 2000 did better with 
2.0%. 

The choice of candidate was partly 
to blame. Cortiglia, a Uruguayan, has 
a strong foreign accent, guaranteed to 
put off the typical BNP target voter, 
and his widely publicised statement 
that he would have fought for 
Argentina in the Falklands war had he 
got the chance was unhelpful to say 
the least. That he was chosen as the 
BNP's mayoral candidate indicates 
desperation or Griffin's lack of control 
in the capital. 

Outside London the BNP mostly 
fared little better. Five BNP councillors 
sought re-election and the BNP 
contested a further four seats where 
BNP councillors had been elected in 
2008 but had since switched party or 
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gone independent. In all of them the 
BNP failed. 

Most gratifying was the defeat of 
Sharon Wilkinson in Burnley. Although 
she polled 30.4%, it was not enough 
to retain her seat in Hapton with Park 
ward, where the BNP once held all 
three seats. Her defeat means Burnley 
council is free of the BNP for the first 
time since 2002. 

In Pendle, Adam Grant lost his seat 
in Marsden ward, where his BNP 
colleague Brian Parker had won in 
2010. He nearly made it: his 34.2% 
was just 37 votes behind his 
Conservative rival. The BNP's other 
losers were Will Blair in Rotherham, 
who came third with 16.9%; Pat 
Richardson in Epping Forest, who 
polled just 11.4% coming fourth 
compared to her 39.7% in 2008; and 
Cliff Roper in Heanor East, Amber 
Valley, who fell out publicly with Lewis 
Allsebrook, BNP councillor for Heanor 
West. Allsebrook did not stand again 
and his replacement finished bottom 
with 18.2%. 


Few or no candidates 

Many places where the BNP had done 
well in the past had few or no 
candidates, including Calderdale, 
which Griffin once claimed would 
become the first BNP-controlled 
council, Kirklees, Bradford, Leeds, 
Oldham, Dudley, Sandwell, 
Gateshead, Sunderland, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, Blackburn with Darwen, 
Thurrock and Bradford. Excluding 
London the BNP fielded fewer than 
140 candidates in the whole country, 
with none in Scotland. It was a 
reflection of the internal divisions and 
the resignations and defections of 
activists and sometimes whole 
branches, which have left the party 
weak or non-existent in many areas. 

The BNP now has just three 
councillors: Sharon Wilkinson on 
Lancashire County Council, Brian 
Parker in Pendle, and Catherine Duffy 
in Charnwood. Wilkinson and Parker 
are up for election next year and 
Duffy in 2014. 

However, despite all the party's 
troubles, there were still some pockets 
of BNP support — wards where the 
party polled over 20%. They include 
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Middleton Park in Leeds, Brinsworth 
and Catcliffe, Rawmarsh, and 
Wingfield in Rotherham, Ashridge in 
Three Rivers, Hapton with Park in 
Burnley, and Marsden in Pendle. 

For all the BNP's failures, the other 
far-right parties to which BNP 
members have moved fared far worse. 
The British Freedom Party (BFP) only 
mustered six candidates who polled 
from 0.6% to 4.2%. The NF managed 
just 0.4% in the London-wide 
election. Outside London just four of 
the NF's 35 candidates, many of them 
ex-BNP, took more than 10%, the top 
result being 16.9% in one ward in 
Thurrock. 
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Ready to take the reins: Andrew Brons 


Many former BNP members have 
joined the English Democrats Party, 
notably Chris Beverley, former BNP 
councillor in Leeds, and Eddy Butler, 
former BNP national elections 
organiser. Although the EDP managed 
to produce over 90 candidates, they 
mostly returned disappointing results, 
including losing the two council seats 
the party had gained through 
defections. Beverley polled 15.1% in 
Morley, Butler just 12.2% in 
Loughton, four EDP candidates in 
Doncaster, which has an EDP mayor, 
took over 20%, and the party's best 
result was in Rochford where the 
party came second with 32.2%. 

Although the BNP’s organisational 
collapse was a significant cause of its 
electoral failure, external factors were 
also important. Fascist parties 
generally do worse under a 
Conservative government, and 
certainly this time Labour benefited 


from a lot of the opposition to the 
Tory cuts and austerity measures. In 
many places the UK Independence 
Party appealed to largely the same 
voters as the BNP, making detailed 
comparisons of BNP results in 
individual wards difficult where the 
UKIP contested the same ward this 
time but not previously or vice versa. 
Of course antifascist campaigning 
achieved successes as well, but this 
has been a constant for several years. 

These points mean that if the BNP 
could move on from its internal 
problems, or a new party could unify 
the far right under competent 
leadership acceptable to its activists, 
fascism could once again make 
headway, as it is doing in several other 
European countries. 

The BNP's main problem is Griffin. 
Spending much of his time on his 
duties as an MEP, he has failed to 
contain the competing egos of those 
around him in the party and mostly 
appointed people because of their 
loyalty — or apparent loyalty — to him 
rather than any ability. The result has 
been fallouts, splits, resignations and 
expulsions. Griffin now relies heavily 
on Jefferson, though it is rumoured 
that he might be about to get the 
boot, and Patrick Harrington, general 
secretary of the BNP’s fake trade 
union Solidarity, who was not even a 
BNP member until last month. 

Griffin's main aim clearly is to secure 
re-election as an MEP, not least 
because MEPs with two terms of 
office benefit from a substantial 
pension, and also so that he can 
continue networking from a position 
of influence with fascists elsewhere in 
Europe. In the January 2012 issue of 
Searchlight, | suggested that Griffin 
might do a deal with Jobbik, the 
violent fascist party in Hungary that 
currently has three MEPs, which 
would offer him a better prospect of 
re-election than as a BNP candidate in 
North West England. This has recently 
become a topic of conversation in 
certain far-right circles. 

Some observers have suggested that 
Griffin is about to bring Jim Dowson 
back to pull the BNP out of its 
desperate financial troubles. That is 
highly unlikely. True Dowson raised a 


lot of money, but the party spent far 
more than he raised, and it is only 
since his departure that the BNP has 
managed to get on the road to 
financial health. And if Griffin were to 
reappoint Dowson he would lose 
Harrington. Faced with a choice 
between the two, Griffin would go 
with his long-term comrade from NF 
Political Soldier days. 

Above all the ongoing prosecution 
of the directors of Romac Press 
remains a huge wedge in the way of 
any reconciliation between Griffin and 
Dowson. Friends of Dowson, Romac's 
directors are in the dock alleged to 
have used certain unconventional 
methods to collect money the BNP 
owed their business, which ceased 
trading because of the unpaid bills. 
Dowson would lose a lot of face in 
Ulster if he ditched them. 

Dowson remains seemingly happy 
raising money for Britain First, another 
bunch of former BNP activists, led by 
Paul Golding, the BNP’s former 
Sevenoaks councillor, and Andy 
McBride, former BNP South East 
regional organiser. 


New party 

Other activists, however, want a new 
party. Some new parties have already 
been formed, of course, and some 
older parties have attracted new 
members out of the BNP'’s splits, but 
none has had any impact and 
impatient fascists want action. The 
BFP, formed in autumn 2010 and now 
led by Paul Weston, a former UKIP 
candidate, recently joined forces with 
the English Defence League but all 
they have in common is their hatred 
of Islam. The EDLs thugs are unsuited 
to, and not interested in, electoral 
politics, and the appointment of the 
EDL leaders Stephen Lennon and 
Kevin Carroll as joint deputy leaders of 
the BFP has already resulted in the 
exit of some supporters of Brons, who 
joined thinking the BFP represented 
the future of nationalism. It is not - 
contrary to the view of some 
antifascists. 

The London meeting on 17 May 
was chaired by Chris Roberts, a 
former BNP London organiser, and 
attracted several prominent former 


BNP activists and some from the NF. 
Joining Roberts on the platform were 
Edmonds;, former BNP now NF 
activists Tess and Bill Culnane, and 
Peter Phillips, whose BNP membership 
was exposed when he stood for 
election as President of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects in 2006. 
Also present were Julian Leppert, the 
former BNP Redbridge councillor; 
Derek Beackon, the BNP's first 
councillor in 1993, now NF; Arthur 
Flinders, a well-off old friend of the 
BNP's deceased founder John Tyndall; 
and Sam Swerling, a law lecturer 

and former Tory councillor who 
confused people by using the alias 
Peter Strudwick. Swerling featured on 
the front cover of last month's 
Searchlight at a Traditional Britain 
Group function. 

Brons's change of heart about a new 
party follows a series of three articles 
entitled Beyond the Fringe by a writer 
who hides behind the name 
Durotrigan and claims never to have 
belonged to any party. Much of it 
brings together the well-rehearsed 
criticisms of Griffin and the BNP, and 
he (or perhaps she) correctly writes off 
all the BNP's existing rivals, including 
the EDP and UKIP, which Durotrigan 
condemns as fixated on a single issue 
— for an English Parliament and anti- 
EU respectively. 

Durotrigan, who is understood to be 
close to Ivan Winters of the Bradford- 
based Democratic Nationalists, also 
set out a timetable for progress 
towards a “symbolic Westminster 
breakthrough in 2015", claiming that 
“given the manifest bankruptcy of 
globalism and its attendant system of 
economics, a new credible nationalist 
party pursuing a campaign focused 
upon economic policy stands a decent 
chance of achieving this”. 

Brons, who has been involved in 
fascist politics for nearly 50 years 
without coming even close to any 
Westminster breakthrough, 
questioned how this could be done, 
also asking how a new party might 
win seats in Europe in 2014 “against 
all of the competition that will 
undoubtedly be there”. However he 
agreed with most of Durotrigan's 
content. 


It may be Durotrigan’s articles that 
caused Brons's change of heart over 
forming a new party, or the realisation 
that if he did not make his move now, 
it would be too late to build any sort 
of support in time for the 2014 
European election, and UKIP would 
become too well established in a new 
party's target areas. 


No new policies 

Any new party will have similar 
policies to the BNP but its founders, 
likely to include Adrian Davies, the 
barrister of choice for fascists in trouble, 
will want to avoid the party becoming 
the personal fiefdom of a dictatorial 
leader, especially an incompetent one. 
Brons, 65, would be more of a 
figurehead and it is likely that Steven 
Brady, several years younger, would 
play a major role, especially if he can 
arrange a lucrative early retirement 
from his job at Mercedes Benz head 
office in Milton Keynes. 

Brady, who started his fascist career 
in the NF in the 1970s, has been vocal 
against the EDP, but might succeed in 
enticing Beverley to join a new party. 
Certainly Beverley, a hardline fascist, is 
an unlikely EDP supporter. Another 
man likely to join a new party is the 
veteran fascist Martin Wingfield, 
former long-time editor of the BNP's 
newspaper Voice of Freedom and on 
Brons's EU staff as Communications 
Officer, though no longer doing that 
job for Griffin. The potential 
combination of Brons, Brady, 
Wingfield and perhaps Mark Cotterill, 
leader of the England First Party, 
would be a return to the old days of 
British fascism. 

A new party would have several 
divisions and fault lines but might 
manage to unite under Brons. If such 
a party can attract enough of the 
former BNP activists now scattered 
between the NF, EDP and other 
minuscule parties, it might eventually 
reprise the BNP's success up to 
2009 - if its supporters have the 
patience and dedication needed to 
build support. They will also have to 
get over the dilemma, highlighted 
by Brons, that “breakaway parties 
always fail if the parent party is still 
operative”. 
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In the second of his series of articles on the ultra-right of the Conservative 
party, Adam Carter examines the prospects for the United Kingdom 
Independence Party (UKIP) and what these mean for the British National Party 


and Conservative Party. 


By Adam Carter 


RECENT EVENTS have created a seemingly perfect storm 
for the UK Independence Party (UKIP), the right-wing 
populist eurosceptic party that has supplanted the British 
National Party as the main electoral force to the right of 
the Conservative Party. The economic chaos in the 
Eurozone, pressures on public finances in the struggling 
UK economy, widespread disillusionment with the 
mainstream parties and growing criticism of the 
European Court of Human Rights for its handling of 
terror suspect Abu Qatada all suggest that the time 
might be ripe for UKIP to make the transition from 
single-issue pressure group to successful populist party. 
The fact that UKIP has recently been polling close to the 
Liberal Democrats with 8% in recent national opinion 
polls certainly suggests that it is in a stronger position 
than ever before to emulate other populist radical right 
parties in Europe. 

There were however mixed fortunes for UKIP in the 
aftermath of the local elections. The eurosceptic party 
could draw some satisfaction from the results and the 
evident disquiet that its electoral prospects had 
provoked in the Conservative Party. But on the 
downside, it failed to gain representation on the London 
Assembly, largely as a result of a clerical error, and 
became enmeshed in more controversy about UKIP’s 
links with extremist groups and individuals. Christopher 
Monckton, 3rd Viscount Monckton of Brenchley, UKIP's 
Scottish leader and head of its policy unit, was criticised 
after he called for members of the extreme-right British 
Freedom Party (BFP), which has recently joined forces 
with the Islamophobic street thugs of the English 
Defence League, to “come back and join us". Other 
accusations of extremism were levelled at UKIP 
candidates in Sheffield and Oxford. 


Election results 

UKIP polled better than expected with its highest ever 
average share of the vote in local elections. The average 
of about 14% in the 700-plus seats that it contested 
was five points higher than a year ago although the 
party made no net gains leaving it with just 25 
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councillors (it has more at parish level). The result was 
described by the party leader Nigel Farage as “good 
steady progress". This came on the back of the 
parliamentary by-election result in Barnsley Central in 
March 2011 where UKIP's candidate finished second 
ahead of the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats, and 
took 12% of the vote. 

In the London Assembly elections UKIP blamed “an 
internal error” after its candidates were listed on the 
ballot paper as “Fresh Choice for London" rather than 
UKIP and as a consequence the party failed to have any 
members elected. In the run-up to the vote, UKIP had 
been been polling about 8% in the capital which would 
have translated into third place in the mayoral race for 
its candidate Lawrence Webb and possibly two seats in 
the Assembly, where UKIP has had no representation 
since its two members defected in 2005. 


Conservative backlash 

Although its representation on a local level is still small, 
despite making serious efforts to change this, UKIP is 
now unquestionably established as Britain's fourth 
political party with 12 MEPs and two representatives in 
the House of Lords (both defections from the 
Conservatives). Its support in local and general elections 
has undoubtedly cost the Conservative party seats by 
splitting the right-wing vote. In recent months there 
have also been a number of defections from the 
Conservative Party to UKIP including Roger Helmer, the 
opinionated MEP, Alexandra Swann, the 23-year-old 
former deputy chairman of the Tory youth wing 
Conservative Future, and several councillors in Windsor 
and elsewhere. 

This competition on their right flank has not been lost 
on the Tories themselves. The Conservative party 
chairman Baroness Warsi generated a political storm on 
the eve of the May elections when she alleged that the 
rise of UKIP was linked to the decline of the BNP (which 
only fielded 136 candidates). Warsi stated, “Where UKIP 
is fielding candidates this time that the BNP did last time 
but they're not this time, | think that will have an 


a 


impact. There are members of UKIP who are from all 
sorts of political parties, but it is an interesting mix there 
in terms of the number of candidates." 

Such Conservative attacks on UKIP are not new. 
Former Tory leader Michael Howard famously labelled 
UKIP supporters “cranks and gadflies” (which UKIP has 
since adopted as a badge of honour) and David 
Cameron called them “fruitcakes, loonies and closet 
racists, mostly”. However Warsi's comments still 
provoked a predictably furious response from UKIP. 
Gavin Towler, a UKIP spokesman, reacted strongly on 
Twitter by calling Warsi “a bitch" before deleting his 
tweet and apologising, while Paul Nuttall, UKIP’s deputy 
leader, stated that Warsi's comments were “disgraceful” 
and “a sign that the Conservatives are very scared of 
UKIP". 

Although Warsi was almost certainly overstating the 
case, academic research into who votes for UKIP has 
revealed that its support base is to a significant extent 
drawn from those who would also back the BNP. There 
is often a link in voters’ minds between the anti- 
immigrant populist rhetoric of both parties and UKIP 
appears keen to tap into this potential electoral pool. 


Christopher Monckton (left) calls on an American radio show for ex-UKIP members who went to the fascist British Freedom Party to rej 


According to Professor Peter John and Professor Helen 
Margetts, UKIP “draws upon the same source of social 
and political attitudes among the public as the BNP and 
has the potential to convert such attitudes into votes”. 

More recently, a study by Dr Robert Ford and Dr 
Matthew Goodwin distinguishes between ‘strategic’ 
UKIP voters who tend to be disaffected Conservatives 
supporting the party in European elections and UKIP's 
‘core’ voters who tend to be “a poorer, more working 
class and more deeply discontented group who more 
closely resemble supporters of the BNP and of European 
radical right parties". Their research suggests that UKIP 
has the greater long-term potential to appeal to the 
populist anti-immigrant vote. “UKIP's credentials as a 
legitimate party of right-wing protest over Europe may 
make it a ‘polite alternative’ for voters angry about 
rising immigration levels or elite corruption but who are 
repelled by the stigmatised image of the more extreme 
BNP which, as polling data reveals, has struggled to 
portray itself as a credible political choice”. 

As well as being a threat to the BNP vote, UKIP is 
obviously eating into the core Conservative vote as well. 
In the wake of the elections, in which the Conservative 
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Party lost over 400 seats, several Tories went public with 
their criticism of their own party leadership as a result of 
losing ground to UKIP. In Plymouth, in the southwest of 
England, which is traditionally UKIP's heartland, the local 
Conservative MP Gary Streeter claimed Tory voters 
switching to UKIP was responsible for his party losing 
control of Plymouth council to Labour. “We need to 
work out a strategy, certainly in the West Country, for 
dealing with the issue of traditional voters shuffling off 
and voting UKIP because they don't think our leadership 
is Conservative enough," he said. The outgoing council 
leader Vivien Pengelly also blamed UKIP for the Tory 
defeat stating, “They did us a lot of damage. They cost 
us control - definitely — and | think the Government 
must stop and listen to what UKIP is saying. The sooner 
we have a referendum on Europe the better. | shall be 
writing to David Cameron and saying: Please listen to 
the people of the South West.” 

It remains to be seen whether the Conservative Party 
will shift its policies even further to the right on issues 
such as Europe and immigration to avoid losing further 
ground to UKIP. At present David Cameron is caught 
between the need to keep his Liberal Democrat coalition 
partners on board and demands from the disillusioned 
right wing of his own party for even tougher measures. 
Cameron's failure to deliver the promised referendum on 
the EU Lisbon treaty continues to rankle with Tory 
eurosceptics but he is in hock to the most pro-Europe of 
the mainstream parties. Given the widespread public 
disenchantment with coalition economic policies, which 
are quite rightly seen as benefiting the wealthy at the 
expense of ordinary working people, it is possible that 


Cameron may flirt with anti-immigration and anti- 
Europe rhetoric or identity politics (eg the Tory right 
assault on gay marriage) to distract from economic 
concerns. But to do so in any meaningful way ahead of a 
general election campaign would run the risk of 
precipitating the downfall of the coalition government. 


UKIP policies 

While the Conservative hierarchy is torn on whether to 
emphasise anti-EU policies, UKIP has gone the opposite 
way by trying to develop a raft of policies to change the 
public perception that it is a one-trick pony obsessed 
with the EU. In the past UKIP has struggled to develop a 
serious programme of policies, reflecting its origins as an 
obsessive single-issue campaign group but also 
indicative of the fact that its members originally come 
from a number of different political parties and were 
perhaps only unified ideologically by their 
euroscepticism. In recent years however Farage has tried 
to recast UKIP's ‘independence’ as not being solely 
about independence from the EU but about a broader 
libertarian conception of individual freedom and minimal 
state intervention. He has changed the rhetoric on 
governance from focusing on problems with the EU to 
issues connected with governing the UK. The party's 
2012 local election manifesto covered traditional voter 
concerns such as crime, education, housing, transport, 
tax and health, as well as its more familiar territory of 
withdrawal from the EU and immigration, and in recent 
years UKIP has issued more detailed policy documents in 
many of these areas. There has also been a commitment 
to local democracy and decision-making by advocating 


UKIP leader Nigel Farage (centre) speaks at a reception organised by the Greek extremist LAOS party 
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Swiss-style referendums to vote on particular measures. 

Behind the libertarian and democratic rhetoric and 
UKIP's assertions that it is non-racist, its policies on 
issues such as immigration and multiculturalism have 
little to do with libertarianism (which to be consistent 
with its belief in minimising the role of the state should 
advocate the free movement of people between 
countries) and much in common with the conventional 
extreme right. UKIP attacks multiculturalism stating in its 
immigration and asylum policy that it intends to “end 
the active promotion of the doctrine of multiculturalism 
by local and national government and all publicly funded 
bodies" and its severe strictures demand “an immediate 
five-year freeze on immigration for permanent 
settlement” as part of a raft of authoritarian measures 
on the issue. UKIP representatives have also spoken out 
repeatedly on cutting funding to groups advocating 
equal rights and committed to improving race relations. 
Its environmental policy comes close to climate change 
denial, a position that Viscount Monckton has openly 
supported. 


Flirting with extremism 

The contradictions in UKIP's difficult position somewhere 
between civic nationalism and the ethnic nationalism of 
the conventional extreme right were exposed in a story 
on the Liberal Conspiracy blog. It revealed that in an 
interview Monckton had urged members of the British 
Freedom Party to join UKIP. The BFP is led by former 
UKIP member Paul Weston, features many former BNP 
members among its ranks and recently joined forces with 
the EDL. Monckton declared, “UKIP is, for all its faults, 
the biggest of the freedom loving, democracy loving, 
independent-minded parties. And | don't like this 
splitting off, which is very prone to happen in those 
smaller parties ... But the British Freedom Party won't 
really come to very much, | don't think, and | would 
very much like them to come back and join us and we 
stand together.” 

After the story appeared, UKIP responded by stating, 
“Membership is not available to anyone who is or has 
previously been a member of the BNP, NF, BFP, British 
People’s Party, EDL, Britain First or the UK First Party. 
Any applications made from people who are or have 
been members of these organisations will be refused, 
and any subscriptions collected will be refunded. By 
applying for membership you certify that you are not 
and have never been a member of any of these parties. 
Christopher Monckton has been out of the country for 
almost the whole of this year, and it is unlikely that he 
has been following the details of our NEC meetings. To 
that end he was entirely mistaken in his view. Members 
and former members of the BFP are not welcome in 
UKIP.” At best, it is embarrassing that a senior party 
figure was unaware of his own party's policies, at worst 
it was an open invitation to the extreme right to join 
UKIP. 


This was not an isolated case of unwelcome links with 
extremist views. In Sheffield UKIP candidate Steve 
Moxon was stripped of his candidacy after writing a 
blog that endorsed the reasoning in the testament of the 
extreme-right Norwegian mass-murderer Anders Breivik. 


Homophobia 

In Oxford the UKIP candidate Dr Julia Gaspers was 
accused of homophobia after making intemperate 
comments that linked homosexuality with paedophilia. 
This is not the first time that UKIP has been mired in 
accusations of homophobia. One of UKIP's former 
MEPs, Nikki Sinclaire, won a case of discrimination on 
the grounds of sexuality against the party in 2010. 
Boxing promoter Frank Maloney stood as a UKIP 
candidate in the 2004 mayoral election in London and 
was widely condemned after stating that he would not 
be campaigning in Camden because there are “too 
many gays". He said, “| don't want to campaign around 
gays ... | don't think they do a lot for society.” 


With friends like these 

UKIP's proximity to extremist tendencies can also be 
witnessed in its partners in the Europe of Freedom and 
Democracy group in the European Parliament, which 
include right-wing populist parties that campaign on an 
anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim ticket such as the 
Northern League (Lega Nord, Italy), Slovak National 
Party (Slovakia) and People's Orthodox Rally (usually 
abbreviated to LAOS, Greece). UKIP has also been 
building links with Geert Wilders’s Islamophobic 
Freedom Party in the Netherlands over several years 
including hosting a viewing of his film Fitna in the 
House of Lords in 2010. UKIP's 2011 party conference 
featured speakers from the Dutch Freedom party and 
the Finnish True Finns party. In 2012 Nigel Farage was 
guest of honour at a reception hosted by the ultra- 
nationalist LAOS. 


Conclusion 

The current political climate certainly bodes well for 
UKIP and it appears to be well placed to mop up support 
from BNP voters as that party goes into further decline, 
as well as from its traditional disaffected Conservative 
eurosceptic base. However the history of UKIP (see 
pages 12-13) indicates that it will need to overcome its 
propensity to be bedevilled by its own internal 
contradictions — a libertarian party with authoritarian 
policies, an anti-EU party with its strongest 
representation in the EU, a populist party with an upper- 
class leadership, a naturally conservative party that 
despises the Conservative party, an avowedly non-racist 
party that needs to attract the support of racists, a rural 
dominated party that will need to appeal to the urban 
working class — if it is to make a more sustained electoral 
breakthrough. But we would be foolish to write off its 
prospects. 
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Tiffs and triumphs — a brief 
history of UKIP 


By Adam Carter 


THE UK INDEPENDENCE PARTY'S 
development has been characterised 
by a general increase in its support 
hampered by a series of damaging 
internal disputes, ructions and 
allegations of extremism. UKIP was 
founded in 1993 by Alan Sked, a 
professor in international history at the 
London School of Economics, with 
other members of the Anti-Federalist 
League, an anti-EU campaign group 
that Sked had established in 1991. In 
the wake of Britain signing up to the 
Maastricht Treaty and departing from 
the European exchange rate 
mechanism in 1992, UKIP’s stated 
purpose was to campaign for 
withdrawal from the EU. 

Drawing support from disaffected 
Tories particularly in rural areas, UKIP 
fielded candidates in the 1994 
European election and the 1997 
general election, but it made little 
political headway in its first few years 
and was seriously overshadowed on 
the eurosceptic right by the late James 
Goldsmith's short-lived Referendum 
Party. 


Infiltration 

After the 1997 general election, UKIP 
underwent several internal 
convulsions. Searchlight and The Cook 
Report exposed attempts by the 
British National Party and other far- 
right groups to infiltrate it. Mark 
Deavin, a former student of Sked, was 
revealed as a BNP member who had 
gained access through Sked to UKIP's 
leadership. After the revelations 
became public knowledge, and 
following the party's electoral failure, 
Sked resigned and has since remained 
extremely critical of UKIP stating that 
“they are racist and have been 
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infected by the far-right” and the 
party was “doomed to remain on the 
political fringes". He also compared 
UKIP to the BNP declaring that “there 
is a symbiosis between elements of 
the parties”. Somewhat ironic given 
that it was Sked himself who had 
introduced Deavin, a prominent BNP 
activist, to UKIP. 

However following the death of 
Goldsmith and the demise of the 
Referendum Party in 1997, UKIP 
benefited from an influx of new 
members and, after the election of 
Michael Holmes as leader in the same 
year, it achieved its first significant 
electoral breakthrough with an 
average 7% of the vote in the 1999 
European Parliamentary elections, 
which gave it three MEPs. But this 
initial success led to more internal 
wrangles. In 2000 Holmes left the 
party, and it sacked its own National 
Executive Committee following legal 
action. 

Further bad publicity was to follow 
in 2001. Alistair McConnachie, UKIP's 
Scottish organiser, had written to the 
press in spring 2000 saying the Pope 
had been duped over the Holocaust 
and attacking the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews. McConnachie was 
initially expelled for five years 
although this decision was 
controversially rescinded in early 2001 
and replaced with a one-year 
suspension from the party’s NEC, 
leading some UKIP members to resign 
in protest. McConnachie eventually 
left UKIP after it did not renew his 
membership later that year. 

Despite these problems, under the 
leadership first of Jeffrey Titford and 
then of Roger Knapman, a former 
Conservative MP, UKIP entered a brief 


period of internal political stability, 
which culminated in its impressive 
showing in the 2004 European 
parliamentary election, when it won 
over 16% of the national vote, was 
the third placed party nationally and 
had 12 MEPs elected. The MEPs 
joined the eurosceptic 
Independence/Democracy group in 
the Parliament, which included several 
extreme-right and anti-immigrant 
parties, in particular the Northern 
League (Italy), LAOS (Greece) and 
League of Polish Families (Poland). In 
the London Assembly election of 2004 
UKIP secured two seats on the basis of 
its 8.18% share of the vote for 
London-wide members. 


Faction fighting and fraud 
Once again, in the wake of these 
electoral triumphs, more internal 
faction fighting erupted when the 
former television presenter Robert 
Kilroy-Silk, who had only joined UKIP 
in 2004 and was almost immediately 
elected as a UKIP MEP for the East 
Midlands, attempted to replace Roger 
Knapman as party leader. Kilroy-Silk 
was unsuccessful in this and left the 
party to form his own short-lived 
party Veritas in 2005. 

Kilroy-Silk's intervention had the 
consequence both of raising the 
party's profile and of subjecting it 
to a certain amount of popular 
ridicule as other celebrities, such as the 
actress Joan Collins, were rolled out 
for the eurosceptic cause. More 
significantly, the departure of the 
former TV presenter meant that Paul 
Sykes, the millionaire businessman 
who is estimated to have donated 
over £2.5 million to UKIP’s election 
campaigns, withdrew his funding. 


tl Fels ciadtieneasiinneicaiectont Se i ‘ 
Alistair McConnachie, who left UKIP after expressing eoubr over coo many xe were aaenigy in the samen 
here outside the Scottish Parliament 


In the 2005 general election UKIP 
fielded nearly 500 candidates but 
received only 618,000 votes, about 
2.8% of the total. More problems 
emerged as two MEPs, Ashley Mote 
and Tom Wise, were expelled from 
the party and subsequently jailed 
for offences involving benefit 

fraud and expenses fraud 
respectively. 

The party's revival began when 
Nigel Farage, a long-time activist and 
MEP for the South East, was elected 
leader in 2006 and implemented a 
broader set of policies which moved 
away from the single-issue focus on 
the EU. Farage, a former commodities 
broker, has been involved with UKIP 
since its inception and has widespread 
support among the membership due 
to his relentless activism and some 
colourful TV performances, which 
have cemented his reputation as an 
entertaining and maverick presenter. A 
self-confessed libertarian Farage has 
adopted a mix of right-wing populist 
(lower taxes, no to wind farms), 
centre-right (bring back grammar 
schools), libertarian (opposition to 
identity cards) and authoritarian (a 
five-year freeze on immigration) 
policies. 


In the 2009 European election, with 
the aftermath of the expenses scandal 
creating widespread distrust of the 
main parties in Westminster, UKIP 
achieved its best ever result. It had 13 
MEPs elected, won 16.5% of the 
vote, a 0.3 point increase on its 2004 
result, and came second overall, 
beating the governing Labour Party 
into third place. The UKIP MEPs joined 
with eurosceptic and right-wing 
populist parties in the Europe of 
Freedom and Democracy grouping: as 
well as the Northern League and 
LAOS, which were in the former 
Independence/Democracy group, new 
additions included the True Finns and 
the Danish People's Party. 


Islamophobia 

As well as sharing time in the 
European Parliament with these 
extremists, UKIP lurched further to the 
right throughout 2009-10. After 
Farage resigned as leader, in an 
unsuccessful attempt to stand as an 
MP against the Speaker of the House 
of Commons John Bercow, Lord 
Pearson of Rannoch took over in 
November 2009 and began to 
promulgate a much more 
Islamophobic line. In February 2009 


Lord Pearson had invited Geert 
Wilders, the extremist leader of the 
Dutch Freedom Party, to show his 
anti-Muslim film Fitna at the House 
of Lords, but was thwarted when 
the Home Secretary prevented 
Wilders from entering the UK. 

The film was eventually shown 
with Wilders hosted by Pearson in 
March 2010. 

UKIP launched a campaign to ‘ban 
the burka' and warned of the dangers 
of sharia, and in so doing, adopted 
much of the anti-Muslim rhetoric 
more usually associated with the 
English Defence League and the 
‘Counter-Jihad’ movement. Although 
this stance was seemingly endorsed by 
Farage, there was evidence that some 
of the party's representatives and 
activists were uncomfortable with this 
flirtation with the openly Islamophobic 
extremism of the BNP and EDL and 
the inflammatory rhetoric appears to 
have been toned down in recent 
public proclamations. 

In the May 2010 general election 
UKIP polled 919,546 votes (3.1%), an 
increase of 0.9% on its 605,973 votes 
(2.2%) in 2005, but this performance 
was still considered disappointing and 
party members were unimpressed 
with Pearson's ineffectual leadership 
style, several poor television 
appearances and his lack of grasp of 
policy. He resigned in August 2010, 
confessing that he was “not much 
good at party politics”, and Farage, 
his ebullient image reinforced by a 
seemingly death-defying escape from 
a plane crash in May 2010, returned 
to take up the reins of the party 
leadership. 

Farage's populist and media-friendly 
leadership has been bolstered by the 
fundraising abilities of Stuart Wheeler, 
appointed UKIP treasurer in 2011. 
Wheeler, a wealthy businessman who 
made his fortune from the spread 
betting industry, was expelled from 
the Conservative Party (to which he 
had previously donated £5 million) in 
2009 for donating £100,000 to UKIP 
and is seen as a capable and well- 
connected fundraiser who could 
spearhead UKIP’s campaign for the 
2014 European election. 
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By Anton Shekhovtsov 


IN THE RUN-UP to Euro 2012, the 
UEFA European football 
championship which will take place 
between 8 June and 1 July 2012, 
the attention of many observers has 
focussed on the two host countries: 
Poland and especially Ukraine. In 
recent months, there have been 
numerous calls by European 
politicians to boycott Ukraine- 
hosted matches, because of the 
political repression in the country 
and the imprisonment of several 
opposition leaders, most notably 
Yuliya Tymoshenko, a former 
champion of the 2004 “Orange 
revolution”. For example, Angela 
Merkel is planning to boycott the 
Ukrainian part of Euro 2012 unless 
Tymoshenko is released. 

Another point of interest is racism 
in Polish and Ukrainian football. In 
2011, the FARE (Football Against 
Racism in Europe) network and the 
Polish “Never Again" Association, 
in cooperation with the Ukrainian 
organisation Football Against 
Prejudices, published a 65-page 
report, Hateful: Monitoring Racism, 
Discrimination and Hate Crime in 
Polish and Ukrainian Football 
2009-2017, which details 195 
individual incidents involving 
football in Poland and Ukraine. 
According to Hateful, 133 incidents 
were reported in Poland and 62 in 
Ukraine. The largest number of 
incidents (56 for Poland and 51 for 
Ukraine) concerns the 
demonstration of racist/fascist 
symbols during football matches 
from September 2009 to March 
2011. 

The report “throws the spotlight 
on what remains to be done to 
combat the social and political 
problems that give rise to the levels 
of hatred and intolerance [...]. But 
despite this, denial remains a 
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common feature of public political 
discourse in the region,” it declares. 
However, it should be explicitly 
stated that racism in Ukrainian 
football is only the tip of an iceberg 
of a much larger and more serious 
problem, namely racism in 
Ukrainian society. One cannot fight 
racism in one particular, although 
most popular, game and ignore the 
societal background that generates 
racist prejudice. According to a 
2011 poll, only 3% of Ukrainians 
agree with allowing people from 
Asia to come and live in Ukraine, 
while the figure for African 
immigrants is even lower (2.6%). 
Moreover, when asked whether 
they support violence against any 
of four ethnic groups (Asians, 
Africans, Jews and Roma) 6% of 
Ukrainians gave a positive reply. 

A recent investigation by The Sun 
reveals that the extreme-right 
paramilitary organisation Patriot of 
Ukraine (PoU) is secretly training 
football hooligans to wreak havoc 


Yepaincexnin ehyt60n 4 
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during Ukraine's Euro 2012 match 
against England. Dmytro Semchuk, 
a 22-year old member of PoU and 
its sister organisation Social- 
National Assembly (SNA), boasted 
to the team from The Sun that 
infiltrated the organisation's 
training camp by posing as British 
sympathisers: “We have a network 
of football hooligans in every town 
that we can call on. We can start a 
war just by one call. In Ukraine the 
hooliganism is mixed with the 
politics of patriotism and 
nationalism." He goes on: “We 
don't want to see black players in 
European teams. We want to 
change that. The aim is to one day 
take the country back for the white 
Ukrainian people.” 

While Semchuk's extremist words 
about PoU's ability to “start a war” 
produce only a wry smile in those 
who know the Ukrainian far-right 
scene, the idea of inadmissibility of 
black players in European football 
teams is backed by a legal far-right 
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political party, the All-Ukrainian 
Union “Freedom” (Svoboda) that is 
now, quite ironically, a political 
partner of the “Fatherland” party 
led by Tymoshenko. In September 
2010, Svoboda staged a several 
thousand strong “March for 
Ukrainian Football”, where the 
main slogan was “Ukrainian 
football is not an asylum for 
immigrants". Naturally, members of 
PoU and the extreme-right 
Autonomous Resistance also took 
part in the march. 

Later that month, 50 nazis, among 
them fans of Dynamo Kyiv, attacked 
the fans of another Kyiv football 
club, Arsenal, which remains the 
only Ukrainian club whose fans 
demonstrate their anti-fascist views 
in public. One fan of Arsenal was 
left unconscious on the ground after 
he had been stabbed three times in 
the back with a knife. Fortunately, 
he survived the thugs’ attack. 

At the end of 2011, PoU and SNA 
declared that they would disrupt 
Euro 2012 if the Ukrainian police 
and security service did not stop 
“repression” of their activists. 
Given the PoU's plans revealed by 
the Sun investigation, the group's 
intentions have now changed: 
“Supporters who come here should 
be prepared for violence. England's 
black players will be booed because 
we want our voice heard.” Notably, 
British Arsenal winger Theo Walcott's 
family will not be travelling with him 
to Ukraine as they think they may be 
the target of racist attacks if they go. 

The level of racism in Ukrainian 
society in general and football in 
particular is alarming, and the police 
and government are rightly being 
criticised for not taking any serious 
action to counter racist prejudices. 
Apart from general indifference of 
the Ukrainian government to the 
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problem of hate speech and crime, a 
major problem here is the lack of 
efficient communication between 
third-sector professionals and the 
state. For example, the aims of the 
Hateful report are not quite clear. It 
is an important account of 
racist/fascist incidents in Poland and 
Ukraine, but nothing more than 
this. It does not provide even a brief 
socio-political and cultural 
background to instances of racism 
and hate crime, nor does it make 
any recommendations on how to 
fight racism and prejudice. The 
“end-user” of the report is a 
mysterious figure: Hateful is 
published in English, and no 
versions of the report in Polish and 
Ukrainian exist, as if it is some 
English-speaking government that 
should change policies in Poland 
and Ukraine. 

Another important publication, 
Diversity and Tolerance in Ukraine 
in the Context of EURO 20172, 
sponsored by the Berlin-based 
academic foundation, the Friedrich- 
Ebert-Stiftung, is also published in 
English, but it does provide a 
necessary background and propose 
solutions on the promotion of 
tolerance and prevention of 
extremism. Yet, given that there is 
no Ukrainian translation of the 
publication, the chances of the 
author's interesting ideas reaching 
out to policy-makers in Ukraine are 
next to nothing. Evidently, 
European third-sector organisations 
should clearly determine who their 
audience is and whose decisions 
they want to influence. With regard 
to Ukraine, another instance of the 
above-mentioned disappointing 
trend is that both websites 
associated with Football Against 
Prejudices (footballforall.org.ua and 
footballwatch.org.ua), which 
contributed to the Hateful report, are 
now down, as if the problem of racist 
prejudice has already been solved. 

Compared to Ukraine, the situation 
over communication between the 
state and third-sector professionals in 
Poland seems to be better. Even if 
the Hateful report was not translated 
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into Polish, the “Never Again” 
Association is actively informing the 
government — through its magazine 
and website —of the results of its 
monitoring and itself is involved in 
training football club safety directors 
and stewards, while the Association's 
volunteers lead educational 
programmes for schools. 

In a recent interview with the 
BBC, Rafal Pankowski, a member of 
the Association and activist of the 
FARE network, shared his views on 


Positive development: FARE Action Week in Ukraine 


Svoboda is readily joined by hardcore nazis at the “March for Ukrainian football” 


Ra 


future developments in Poland: 
“We are not promising we can 
eliminate racism overnight but 
overall Euro 2012 has had a positive 
impact in terms of raising awareness 
of racism in Polish football and 
society". Ukraine badly needs this 
kind of attitude and commitment 

to fight racism and hate crime. 
National political culture will not 
change in one day, but one has to 
start today to build a better society 
in the future. 


Antifascists organise 
against the EDL 


By Sonia Gable 


ENGLISH DEFENCE LEAGUE thugs are 
threatening to march in Bristol and 
Walthamstow over the coming months. 
They have also announced a return to 
Brighton and have called a 
demonstration in Rochdale against 
“Muslim grooming gangs” on 9 June. 
These are among at least seven EDL 
events planned for the summer. 

Their plans indicate that the 
movement has not run out of steam, 
nor has it eschewed street activity in 
favour of electoral politics following its 
leaders’ link-up with the fascist British 
Freedom Party. 

In Bristol the EDL intends to march on 
the same day as the city's Pride march 
on 14 July, after the group apparently 
distanced itself from a statement by its 
spokesperson Stephen Lennon that it 
would change the march date to avoid 
a clash. 

Kerry McCarthy, the MP for Bristol 
East, has written to the police and 
council urging them to ban the march 
because of concern that public order will 
not be maintained in its wake, putting 
participants in the Pride event at risk. 
“Many LGBT people will feel intimated 
by the proposed march and people will 
inevitably stay away from what is 
suppose to be a family friendly event,” 
she said. 

Over a thousand people have signed 
an online petition calling on Theresa 
May, the Home Secretary, to ban the 
EDL event, but the council has said it is 
discussing the timing and route with the 
EDL with the aim of keeping the two 
marches as far apart as possible. 

Those calling for a ban appear to have 
forgotten about what happened in 
Tower Hamlets last September, when the 
government responded to the EDL’s 
planned march by banning all marches in 
five London boroughs for four weeks. 


FOL 
SOUTH WEST 


Interesting faces in the crowd: can anyone identify them? Photo Owen Liddle 
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Antifascists organise against the EDL 


continued 


Another fine specimen of England's worst 
Photo Owen Liddle 


If the EDL march in Bristol were banned, 
the Pride march probably could not take 
place either. 

In any event it is unlikely a ban would 
stop EDL supporters turning up to 
express their anger by causing trouble in 
the city. Far better that antifascists, trade 
unionists and local community groups 
organise a big protest on the day to 
show the obnoxious EDL thugs that they 
are not welcome and to protect people 
and places at risk. If communities and 


residents can also stop the EDL from 
marching, even better. 

There is also a matter of principle 
involved here. Gus Hoyt, a Bristol Green 
Party councillor, explained why he would 
not join calls for a ban: “With growing 
social awareness of the coalition's true 
intention to dismantle the welfare state 
within one term of government, more 
and more people are rising up and 
saying: ‘No more’. If we have set a 
precedent of banning one far right 


Luton BNP's leading activists come out to greet the EDL. BNP organiser Peter Fehr (second from left) with his wife, 
Farley election candidate Steve Bridgeman (second from right) and Arthur Johnson (right), the BNP's local 
photographer 


group where do we draw the line? 

Do we stop the far left from marching? 
Do we ban the next most offensive 
group — | believe UKIP's immigration 
policy is repugnant; do we strike them 
from the ballot box?" 

In Walthamstow, northeast London, 
the Waltham Forest Anti-Cuts Union 
and trades council are opposing the 
EDLs plans to march on 18 August not 
by calling for a ban but by organising 
an alternative ‘We are Waltham Forest’ 
event to celebrate the borough's 
multiculturalism. 

A spokesperson for the trades council 
said: “There is no other reason that this 
organisation should come to Waltham 
Forest other than to seek to divide our 
multicultural community and to incite 
racial tension”. Members of the 
Waltham Forest Anti-Cuts Union have 
also passed a motion pledging to halt 
the march. 

An alternative event was the response 
in Luton when the EDL marched on 5 
May to celebrate the third anniversary of 
its formation. Nearly 2,000 antifascist 
demonstrators marched from the town's 
Wardown Park carrying a mass of trade 
union banners and placards. Meanwhile 
a smaller number of EDL supporters 
gathered in pubs in another part of 
town before setting off on their march. 

A heavy police presence kept the two 
groups apart, but was unable to prevent 
EDL marchers from fighting among 
themselves, setting off fireworks and 
pelting the police with bottles and beer 
cans. Despite the violence only two 
arrests were reported, one at each 
demonstration. 

Earlier, Paul Weston, leader of the 
tiny BFP, had announced at a press 
conference that Lennon and Kevin 
Carroll, co-leader of the EDL, had been 
appointed joint deputy leaders of the 
BFP. Lennon explained that the EDL 
and BFP shared the same ideology 
completely. In response to questions, 
the three said they were not racists or 
Nazis and were nothing like the BNP, 
but were determined to “talk about 
Islam". Lennon and Carroll also 
indicated that they would stand as BFP 
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candidates in Luton in future elections. 

The claim that the EDL is not Nazi 
might have more credibility if its 
“divisions” were able to avoid 
statements such as, “The holocaust 
was a farce, between 1938 and 1949 
Jewish populations actually grew,” 
posted on Liverpool EDL's Facebook 
page on 17 May. 

The antifascist march was organised 
by the community group We are Luton, 
with the support of several local youth 
organisations, trade union branches and 
regional organisations, Luton and Beds 
Green Party, Luton Council of Mosques, 
the local MP Kelvin Hopkins, and Unite 
Against Fascism. We are Luton also won 
the support of the TUC general secretary 
Brendan Barber. 

Speakers emphasised the importance 
of challenging the EDL, and other racist 
and fascist groups such as March for 
England, on the streets and making a 
strong stand against their attempts to 
divide the community. Marchers carried 
banners from We are Luton, several 
Unison branches, NUT, PCS, UCU, Luton 
TUC, Shropshire and Telford TUC, 
Bradford United against the EDL, several 
UAF branches, Stevenage & District 
TUC, Harlow & District TUC and 
Antifaschistische Aktion. 

Some participants were frustrated that 
they could not attempt to block the EDL 
from marching, but a heavy police 
presence drawn from 22 police forces, 
including Thames Valley mounted 
section and Leicestershire Tactical 
Support Group, made that impossible 
with the numbers of antifascists there. 
A small breakaway attempt was poorly 
organised and quickly contained by 
police. While it is true that antifascist 
demos of this nature to some extent act 
as a safety valve for protest, it was 
important to show solidarity with the 
people of Luton. 

Antifascists got a lot closer to the EDL 
in Brighton on 22 April, a city with a 
long and proud tradition of opposing 
fascism. Around 130 far-right activists, 
many from the EDL, turned out in 
support of the fifth annual March for 
England event and were heavily 
outnumbered by around 2,000 mostly 
local antifascist protesters who 
surrounded and obstructed the march 
at several points. 

Bottles and other “missiles” were 
thrown. Two officers received head 


injuries and several police horses 
received cuts and bruises. Three people 
were arrested on suspicion of “public 
order offences”. The police eventually 
had to cut short the March for England 
demonstration and herd them into a 
park. Some youngsters rigged up 
loudspeakers and deafened the EDL 
for a couple of hours. 

Superintendent Steve Whitton of 
Sussex Police said: “We had been in 
discussion with the organiser for the 


Andrew Smith, 69, will continue to campaign against 
fascism after EDL thugs attacked him in Lewisham 


YR 
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EDL tank themselves up. Marchers went on to pelt the police with the empties Photo Owen Liddle 


Caroline Lucas, Green Party leader and MP for Brighton Pavilion (left), joins constituents to oppose the March for 
England Photo Owen Liddle 
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Antifascists organise against the EDL 


continued 


March for England and agreed that they 
should go from the railway station to 
Victoria Gardens for speeches to take 
place before the event closed.” 

In an indication that the antifascists 
had refused to cooperate with the 
police, he added, “Engagement with 
opposing groups was limited but we 
continued to try to contact any such 
organisers to establish their intentions 
for the day.” 

Dave Smeeton, the Portsmouth-based 
organiser of the March for England, said 
the event was a family day out but his 
claim is gainsaid by the welcome 
extended to the EDL and the absence of 
many children. Although he maintained 
his group were not racists and had no 
links to EDL, he admitted he had himself 
taken part in EDL protests. In fact 
Smeeton, who also goes by the name 
Pompey Dave, is the EDL's regional 
organiser for the Portsmouth area. 

Stung by their defeat in Brighton, EDL 
‘heroes' went looking for antifascists in 
south London the following weekend 
and assaulted two pensioners who were 
handing out antifascist leaflets. Andrew 
Smith, 69, was helping on the regular 
Socialist Worker stall in Lewisham High 
Street when he was head-butted in the 
face, while his 67-year-old colleague 
was punched to the ground. 

Smith, a retired teacher and long-time 
antifascist campaigner, needed laser 


surgery for a torn retina. He said that the 


EDL thugs shouted something about 
Brighton before attacking him. He 
added commendably, “I'll continue to 
campaign. We were determined to 
stand our ground and that's still our 
attitude.” 

EDL events will continue to be 
opposed by antifascists, helped by the 
Anti-Fascist Network, which brings 
together several independent and 
grassroots groups. Its aim is to support 
local actions, and counter regional and 
national EDL events. While Unite 
Against Fascism is often successful in 
bringing activists to events around the 
country, many antifascists prefer to 
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remain independent of party affiliation. 
A statement by the Anti-Fascist 

Network's founding groups says, 

“The Anti-Fascist Network is not about 

telling people how to campaign in their 

areas, what type of anti-fascist activity 

they should undertake or what political 


Some of the 2,000 protesters in Brighton surround the 130 assorted March for England and EDL fascists Photo 


analysis they should adopt. We simply 
want to cooperate to defeat fascism and 
organised racism. 

“The Anti-Fascist Network is non- 
hierarchical, will never work with the 
police and is not affiliated to any 
political party.” 


Turning up like a bad penny: one of the ringleaders of the Combined Ex-Forces (in beret) Photo Owen Liddle 
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lona welcomes German 


nazi criminal 


By Gerry Gable 


GUNTER DECKERT, a leading convicted member of the 
German National Democratic Party, was the big attraction at 
last month's meeting of the lona London Forum, the new-right 
discussion group organised by Jeremy Bedford-Turner. 

Just over 50 people made their way to the Thunderbolt 
room at the London Paddington Hilton. The name of the 
room would have evoked nostalgia among those familiar 
with the US nazi right in the 1960s and 1970s. Thunderbolt 
was the name of the newspaper of the nazi National States 
Rights Party, edited by Edward R Fields. 

This was Deckert's second visit to the UK in the space of 
less than a year, his entry unhindered by the UK Border 
Agency, despite his convictions for incitement to hatred and 
insulting the victims of the Holocaust. Not only was he able 
to enter the country, Bedford-Turner managed to get him a 
room for the night at the Victory Services Club in Seymour 
Street. The club has hosted New Right meetings on at least 
three occasions and has become the secretive group's 
favourite watering hole. 

Deckert, 71, received his conviction while chairman of the 
NPD when he co-organised a meeting with Fred Leuchter, 
author of a report that purported to argue scientifically that 
mass extermination using gas chambers could not have 
happened. Deckert translated Leuchter's speech and said that 
the Holocaust was a myth perpetrated by “a parasitical 
people who were using a historical lie to muzzle ... 
Germany". After two retrials he was eventually sentenced to 
two years’ jail. He eventually served five years following 
further Holocaust denial statements while in prison. 

The meeting opened with an illustrated oration in praise of 
the recently deceased Jonathan Bowden, one-time British 
National Party cultural officer, by Michael Woodbridge, his 
long time comrade and friend. Some of the content appeared 
to have gone way over the heads of the audience, as did 
Bowden's regular talks to the New Right group, its lona 
offshoot and the BNP. 

Deckert was up next, speaking on the party system in 
Germany. Deckert, who faces new charges, bemoans what he 
describes as the NPD's trend towards moderation and anti- 
Islamist populism, and away from his preferred more robust 
national socialist line. His English is fairly good but as he 
spoke he had to look for linguistic support from his wife who 
is more fluent. 

Once the meeting was over he was planning to go ona 
tourist-style trip around England including a visit to the 
Uckfield printworks owned by the long-time nazi printer and 
publisher Anthony Hancock to discuss future projects. 

The third and final speaker was Stephen Frost of the nazi 


Holocaust denier Gtinter Deckert: deplores modernisation 


British Movement. His chosen subject was the late British nazi 
godfather Colin Jordan, founder of the National Socialist 
Movement and its successor BM, who died in April 2009. 
Frost promised to continue republishing Jordan's vicious 
written works. This pleased Deckert, who said Merrie 
England, one of Jordan's later works, had kept him going 
when he was in prison. 

Frost is a leading figure among a small group of dedicated 
and better educated members of BM who are very keen on 
political education, albeit that education promotes race war 
based on Jordan's ideas and inspires the less bright to go out 
and commit crimes for which they generally get themselves 
arrested. 

Frost reserved a special mention for Searchlight, 
complaining that obituaries for Colin Jordan in the 
mainstream and Jewish media had used material supplied by 
the magazine. 

Among Deckert's nazi fan club at the meeting were the 
former BNP activists Matt Tait and John Morse, Hancock, the 
notorious Holocaust denier Lady Michéle Renouf, Peter 
Rushton of the England First Party, Richard Edmonds of the 
National Front and regulars including Milton Ellis, Duncan 
Robertson and Paul Ballard. 

New to the London nazi scene in recent months are an 
elderly well heeled Canadian couple, John and Linda Mortl, 
who appear to do a lot of travelling using London as a base. 
It is believed that some of the lona and New Right leading 
lights have their eye on his wallet in the hope of a substantial 
donation. The Mortls have a long pedigree in far-right and 
anti-Jewish Canadian politics and were close to Ernst Ziindel 
and Paul Fromm, Canada's leading Holocaust deniers. 

After the meeting, rather than pay Hilton hotel prices for 
their booze, participants retired to the Victory Services Club 
in Seymour Street for a subsidised drink. 
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Grooming: it's misogyny 


not race 


By Sonia Gable 


LAST MONTH'S CONVICTIONS of nine Asian men for 
“grooming” young white girls in Rochdale for sex have given 
rise to much soul searching about why this despicable crime 
had not been recognised and investigated earlier, and whether 
the crime had anything to do with “race”. 

Naturally the British National Party said it was all about 
race and both it and the English Defence League held 
vociferous demonstrations outside the courts. Also 
somewhat predictably much of the left said it was nothing to 
do with race and that sexual exploitation is not limited to 
one culture or racial group. True but not the whole story. 

In fact the issue of Asian “grooming” came to the fore 
back in 2004, and was the main reason why the BNP won 
four council seats in Bradford that year. Then, the BNP 
claimed that political correctness was creating a wall of 
silence over the issue of groups of Asian paedophiles 
grooming young white girls in Keighley for sex and 
prostitution, and so nothing was being done about it. The 
BNP said the police, social services and the media were 
deliberately ignoring it because of cultural sensitivities, and 
the BNP was the only party willing to speak up on behalf of 
the white girls. 

The BNP exaggerated what was happening and used it to 
whip up racism, but beneath its exploitation of the issue 
there was a real problem. The fact is that the existence of 
grooming was well known years ago and it is unforgiveable 
that it has taken so long to secure convictions. There was a 
fear of being thought racist in tackling grooming, coupled 
with an attitude that some of the young female victims, 
many of them girls in care, were “asking for it” or were not 
telling the truth. 

In 2004 antiracists almost universally ignored the issue, 
thinking that speaking about it would play into the hands of 
the BNP, when it was not speaking about it that played into 
the hands of the BNP. Searchlight recognised this in an article 
in April 2005 by Nick Lowles, then Searchlight's director of 
research, in which he argued that it was wrong to regard 
issues such as grooming — or indeed crime committed by 
young black men — as taboo. 

“Tackling the taboo subjects head on will give us increased 
credibility among ordinary voters and also allows us to 
expose BNP lies and distortions," wrote Lowles. “How can 
we do this when we are unwilling even to discuss some 
topics?" Searchlight went on to do just that in the 2005 
elections, by making grooming central to our campaign in 
Keighley, where Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, was standing in 
the general election. The result was he polled an 
embarrassingly small 9.2%. 

The fact is that ethnicity does play a part in this particular 
form of paedophilia. Mohammed Shafiq, director of the 
Ramadhan Foundation, pointed out that of 68 recent 
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Searchlight tackled the BNP head on over grooming in our 2005 election campaign 


convictions involving street grooming 59 were of British 
Pakistani men. He concluded that the Muslim community 
clearly had a problem. 

That's not to say that paedophilia generally is a Muslim 
crime. Far from it. Many paedophiles these days are lone 
perpetrators who find their victims on the internet. These are 
overwhelmingly white men. The far right has more than its 
fair share of paedophiles too. Most recently Matthew 
Woodward, a member of the EDL, was convicted for 
possession of indecent images of children as young as ten 
years old. Then there was Martyn Gilleard who made nail 
bombs in furtherance of his aim of saving Britain from 
“multiracial peril” and also had 39,000 indecent images of 
children on his computer including some in the most serious 
category. And notably, Andrew Wells and lan Hindle, both 
BNP members, were convicted for sexual activity with 14- 
year-old girls, one of the few cases of white men engaging 


in grooming for sex. 

Part of the problem is attitudes towards women generally. 
Baroness Warsi, co-chair of the Conservative Party and 
Britain's most senior Muslim politician, said, “There is a small 
minority of Pakistani men who believe that white girls are fair 
game." Calling for imams to take the lead in telling their 
communities that such sexual abuse would not be tolerated 
she added, “This small minority who see women as second- 
class citizens, and white women probably as third-class 
citizens, are to be spoken out against." 

It goes without saying that it is a very small minority who 
commit such crimes: only the BNP and other fascist groups 
would deny that. But this type of crime arises out of a more 
widespread misogyny and a belief that women have a 
different role to play in society than men — almost always a 
more restricted role. 

According to much Islamic teaching, the modest woman 
keeps her eyes downcast, covers her hair or her face, her 
voice is quiet, she does not speak to unmarried men. Young 
men are not subject to similar entreaties. This sort of attitude 
also leads to the grossly misnamed “honour killings" of 


young women who dare to choose whom they would marry, 
or wish to study and make their own way in the world, 
against the wishes of their families. Honour killings may be 
an extreme reaction but there are numerous cases of young 
women being taken to Pakistan against their will or on a 
pretence of a family visit or holiday, and being married off to 
a man selected by their family, whom they have never even 
met before. 

Often the worst misogyny comes from those who claim to 
venerate women. What they really want to do is control 
women. Female genital mutilation in some African cultures is 
another aspect of this. 

But let us not be under any delusion that misogyny only 
happens in other cultures. The Catholic church has been 
embarrassed by numerous cases of sexual assault on young 
boys, and attempts by the Catholic hierarchy to suppress the 
problem. And why are women, even high-powered women 
in business, so often judged on their appearance? Why can't 
women be bishops? Why are there still so few women MPs, 
women judges, women CEO? Why is a woman Prime 
Minister such a big deal? We all still have a long way to go. 
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Vidal Sassoon: antifascist fighter 


By Sonia Gable 


VIDAL SASSOON, who died last month 
aged 84, was best known for styling 
celebrities’ hair, but he was also a 
lifelong antifascist fighter. In the 
immediate postwar years Oswald 
Mosley and his blackshirts were bringing 
terror to the streets of London, and a 
group of Jewish ex-servicemen, the 43 
Group, organised to confront them. 

Sassoon and his friend Jules 
Konopinski took part in many actions 
against the fascists and Sassoon found 
himself in jail on at least one occasion. 
He gained a reputation as one of the 
toughest and keenest fighters with a 
reputation of standing firm when the 
fists started flying. “There was a lot of 
fighting in those days but we did 
equally to them what they attempted 
to do to us and we were doing what 
the police should have done,” recalled 
Konopinski. 

“He was very strong — someone you 
wanted to have along,” added 
Konopinski. Their involvement in the 43 
Group led to them travelling to 
Palestine in 1948 to fight for Israel's 
independence. 

After they returned to London, 
Sassoon went back to hairdressing. But 


according to Konopinski, his original 
dream was to be a footballer. “He was 
a fanatical Chelsea supporter. His 
mother put him into hairdressing as a 
means of earning a crust and he had a 
natural talent." 


His talent brought him fame but he 
did not abandon the battle against 
fascism and prejudice. He founded 
the Vidal Sassoon International 
Centre for the Study of Antisemitism 
in 1982. 


Vidal Sassoon, fanatical Chelsea supporter, remembered by another antifascist Chelsea fan who took his home- 
made banner to the Champions League final in Munich on 19 May 
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The French far right's recent electoral 
performance: a contextual opinion 


By Dr Mark Pitchford 


AS IN BRITAIN, the far right in France is 
a persistent feature of post-Second 
World War politics. Like its British 
counterpart, the Front National (FN) has 
experienced the divisions and 
consequent defections that are a 
hallmark of the far right. Unlike Britain's 
far right, however, the FN has proved 
more durable, gaining and consolidating 
a foothold in French political life to a 
degree that the British National Party 
can only dream of. Whereas the FN has 
remained the pre-eminent party of the 
French far right, Britain's first serious 
postwar manifestation, the National 
Front, experienced meltdown in the 
1980s, and remains a penumbra of its 
1973 heyday. Britain's current far-right 
torchbearers face similar meltdown, 
beset by financial problems and the 
challenge of a far-right social movement 
in the shape of the English Defence 
League. In the recent London Mayoral 
election, the BNP candidate finished a 
lowly seventh (last) with a mere 1.3% 
of the vote. This compares poorly with 
the FN's17.9% in the first round of the 
2012 presidential election, which 
secured FN leader Marine Le Pen third 
place behind the incumbent Nicolas 
Sarkozy and eventual winner Hollande. 
Like its British cousins, the French far 
right's roots are in the turbulence of the 
interwar years. Whilst Oswald Mosley 
was strutting around East London with 
his Blackshirts, the French far right 
emerged in the shape of ‘Ligues’. 
Admittedly, indigenous authoritarian 
movements already existed. Most 
notable was Action Frangaise (1898), 
which had a paramilitary youth militia, 
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the Camelots du Roi. However, with 
Mussolini's seizure of power in Italy in 
1922, mimetic fascist movements 
appeared in France, such as Jeunesses 
Patriotes (1924) and Le Faisceau 
(1925). Hitler's rise to power in 1933 
added impetus to the far right, with the 
perfumer Francois Coty founding 
Solidarité Francaise and Marcel Bucard 
creating Francisme in the same year. 
Most remarkably, the Croix de Feu 
(1927) enjoyed a membership boost 
from approximately 500 members in 
1928 to 60,000 in 1933. The following 
February, the Croix de Feu attempted to 
topple the legitimate Cartel des 
Gauches in what some historians see as 
France's version of a fascist attempt to 
seize power. 

However, as in Britain, the end of the 
Second World War and the revelations 
of genocide that associated the far right 
with unspeakable horror indelibly 
tainted the French far right. Indeed, the 
taint is arguably greater in France as it is 
tinged with the sin of collaboration due 
to the Vichy regime's co-operation in 
deportation of Jews to extermination 
camps. Consequently, the postwar re- 
emergence of the French far right took 
longer — but only slightly. Whereas 
Mosley was able to use the docking of 
the Empire Windrush in 1948 to 
promote his latest far-right vehicle, 
Union Movement, the French far right 
remained dormant until the Algerian 
War (1954-62) roused its ire. The 
formation in 1961 of the Organisation 
de I’'armée secréte (OAS) in response to 
what they viewed as President Charles 
de Gaulle's betrayal over Algerian 


independence was the catalyst for the 
French far right's re-emergence as a 
political force. 

The OAS proved a failure, but not 
before it committed many terrorist 
outrages, including numerous attempts 
to assassinate de Gaulle. Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, the FN's previous leader, was one 
of the intelligence officers operating in 
Algeria during its struggle for 
independence. His first successful foray 
into politics was election to the National 
Assembly in 1956 as a member of Pierre 
Poujade's Union de défense des 
commercants et artisans (UDCA). At the 
time, Poujade espoused antisemitism 
and xenophobia, and spouted anti- 
modern rhetoric indicative of the 
palingenetic ultra-nationalism common 
to all fascist groups. 

In 1965, Le Pen co-organised the 
presidential campaign of Jean-Louis 
Tixier-Vignancour, a lawyer who had 
defended OAS leaders General Raoul 
Salon and Jean-Marie Bastien-Thiry on 
treason charges. For his attempt to 
assassinate de Gaulle, Bastien-Thiry 
became the last man executed by firing 
squad in France. In 1972, Le Pen 
founded the FN with former OAS 
member Jacques Bompard. Le Pen's 
fellow organiser in 1965, Jean-Pierre 
Stirbois, joined Le Pen’s FN in 1977. 
Stirbois provided the FN with its first 
electoral breakthrough. In 1983, he 
became deputy mayor of Dreux, and in 
1984 an MEP. In 1986, Stirbois secured 
election to the National Assembly. It 
looked as if the FN had arrived. 

As in Britain, however, the French far 
right has flattered to deceive in 
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parliamentary elections. The NF's 
highpoint was the West Bromwich by- 
election in 1973, when it gained just 
under 17% of the vote. Thereafter, the 
far right failed to achieve any national 
representation, despite the BNP 
successes in local elections from 2002 
and the 2009 European parliamentary 
election. In France, the FN secured a 
miserly 0.36% of the vote in the 1981 
parliamentary election. Five years later, 
the FN appeared to make a 
breakthrough, gaining 19.65% of the 
vote and 35 MPs, one of whom was 
Jean-Pierre Stirbois. 

But this was illusory. For his own 
political gain, President Francois 
Mitterrand had replaced the traditional 
majoritarian two-ballot system with 
party list proportional representation. A 
return to the traditional system in 1988 
saw the FN's first round vote of 9.7% 
plummet to 1.07% in the second, 
leaving only one FN MP. This outcome 
was repeated in subsequent national 
elections and thus became a pattern. In 
1993, the FN’s first round vote of 
12.6% fell to 5.9% in the second. 
Thereafter, 14.95% became 5.6% in 
1997, 11.3% dropped to 1.86% in 
2002, which left no FN representation in 
the National Assembly, and a poor first 
round showing of 4.3% became a 
disastrous 0.08% in 2007. 

The FN's performance in national 
elections has echoes of the NF and BNP 
performance in Britain. Whereas they 
have little likelihood of gaining a seat in 


Marine Le Pen: did Sarkozy's anti-immigrant rhetoric 
prevent her from making a real breakthrough 


the Westminster Parliament, the NF and 
BNP can make inroads. This occurred in 
the safe Labour seat of West Bromwich 
in 1973, and more recent council 
elections. But when it comes to national 
representation, the NF and BNP have 
performed badly. The British electorate 
has never elected an MP from a far- 
right party in the post-1945 era. And 
although the French electorate has 
elected FN MPs, this appears a quirk of 
one election as the FN has failed in 
subsequent ones. This is a picture that 
looks likely to be repeated in the 
parliamentary elections on 10 and 17 
June. Opinion polls range from 12% to 
18% in their assessment of FN 
support.[1] With an apparent leftward 
turn by the electorate, the FN’s fortunes 
do not look any better. 

This is where the French far-right's 
psephological similarities in national 
elections with Britain's far right appear 
to end. The Fifth French Republic has a 
strong executive. This was a reaction to 
the weak presidency of the Fourth 
Republic. It is the creation of de Gaulle, 
and allows a platform for charismatic 
figures in contrast to republics with 
weaker executives, such as Germany 
where the leader of the legislature 
dominates. As such, it is an ideal vehicle 
for far-right parties due to the 
prominence of charismatic leadership in 
such groups. An opportunity of similar 
magnitude does not exist in Britain. 
Only the London mayoralty comes close 
in terms of media attention, but even 
here the numbers involved are 
significantly different: the French 
presidential electorate is approximately 
46 million, of whom almost 35 million 
voted, whereas fewer than 2 million, or 
38% of eligible voters, participated in 
this year's mayoral election. 

Moreover, the FN has achieved more 
success in the presidential campaign 
than in the parliamentary one. Jean- 
Marie Le Pen first sought the presidency 
in 1974, but only attracted 0.75% of 


the vote. In 1981, he failed to gain the 
required 500 signatures of prominent 
civic individuals to participate. However, 
in 1988 Le Pen gained national 
attention by securing fourth place with 
14.4% of the vote. This was less than 
5% behind the second-placed 
candidate, putting Le Pen in touching 
distance of the second round run-off. 

This was no blip. In 1995, Le Pen 
repeated the performance, coming 
fourth with 15%. Seven years later he 
provided the FN with its highest point, 
achieving second place and thus 
entering the second round where he 
challenged the incumbent, President 
Chirac. It seemed that, nearly 60 years 
after the Second World War condemned 
it to pariah status, the far right had 
broken through into the national politics 
of a mature, European democracy for 
the first time since Hitler's NSDAP in the 
1930 Reichstag election. 

The reality, however, is different. 
Although Le Pen came second in 2002, 
his 16.9% vote was only marginally 
higher than his 1995 performance. It 
was a consequence of a division within 
the mainstream right wing, which split 
its vote and allowed Le Pen to take 
second place. Likewise, the decision of 
many critics from the left to stand 
against the Socialist Party's candidate, 
Lionel Jospin, harmed the left's chance 
of removing a president who had 
become unpopular. Jospin fell short of 
second place by less than 0.7%. 
Therefore, the FN’'s success in the first 
round of the 2002 election is not quite 
the breakthrough it appeared. Despite 
Chirac's unpopularity, the French 
electorate could not stomach the 
thought of ‘President Le Pen’. Instead, 
they complied with appeals to ‘Vote for 
the crook, not for the fascist’, snubbed 
Le Pen and gave Chirac the largest 
presidential landslide of over 82%. Le 
Pen's percentage vote increased by less 
than 2%. The 2007 presidential 
election further proved that the 2002 
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The French far right's recent electoral performance: a contextual opinion 


continued 


result was not a breakthrough for the 
far right. Le Pen came fourth with 
10.4% of the vote. 

It is in this light that we should see 
the 2012 presidential election. The FN 
did increase its vote. Marine Le Pen's 
6.4 million votes is a substantial increase 
over her father's 2002 performance. 
Nevertheless, this still represents only 
17.9% of the vote. With a worldwide 
economic depression and a jihadist 
outrage providing a propitious context 
for Marine Le Pen to exploit, her 
performance hardly represents any 
seismic political shift. Why then did 
Marine Le Pen emulate her father's 
failure to break through? 

There are many credible reasons. One 
is that the civic institutions and political 
system of the Fifth Republic proved 
sufficiently robust to limit the FN's 
chances. Another is the organisation of 
opponents to meet this far-right 
challenge. However, as a historian of 
the relationship between the 
Conservative Party and the far right in 
Britain, | see an answer that | am sure is 
obvious to many. As the Conservative 
Party has done on numerous occasions 
to limit the far right's appeal, so 
President Sarkozy entered the first 
round promising to halve immigration 
and to pull out of the Schengen 
Agreement unless France was allowed 
to enact tougher border controls. Le 
Figaro reported Sarkozy on 19 April 
campaigning in Arras to “bring back to 
the bosom of the majority the ‘lost 
sheep’ of the FN".[2] His comments are 
redolent of Margaret Thatcher's 
‘swamping’ speech in 1978, which 
aimed to attract NF voters. That 
Sarkozy's comments were aimed at 
voters opposed to immigrants is 
obvious in his further statement: “We 
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can't accept any longer anybody at all 
who hasn't taken the trouble before 
joining us to learn French and keep the 
values of the Republic." 

After the first round put Sarkozy in 
second place behind Frangois Hollande, 
he strengthened his attempt to woo the 
FN electorate. This was evident during 
Sarkozy's visit to the Paris suburb of 
Longjumeau. There he asked journalists: 
“Can | ask French people to do 
everything they can, and at the same 
time to accept an immigration which 
could only be motivated by the 
attraction of social benefits which are 
among the most generous in 
Europe?"[3] That Sarkozy has Muslims 
in mind is obvious from his reference to 
“horrors, like practices which make 
martyrs of women, which is 
unacceptable in France". When asked 
whether there was no line that he was 
unprepared to cross to secure re- 
election, Sarkozy responded: “I don't 
understand. Don't | have the right to 
speak to the FN electors? What subject 
would be forbidden?" Indeed, Sarkozy 
openly admitted that he was seeking 
the FN's electors’ support. He justified 
his action by inferring moral equivalence 
between the extreme right and extreme 
left, and by describing the FN as a party 
compatible with the Republic. If it were 
not, Sarkozy stated, “the Republic itself 
would have forbidden it”. 


The formation of the 
OAS, which used 
terrorism to fight 
Algerian independence, 
was the catalyst for the 
far right's re-emergence 
as a political force 


Sarkozy's actions drew criticism even 
from within his own party, with 
prominent figures such as former Prime 
Ministers Dominique de Villepin, Jean- 
Pierre Raffarin and Alain Juppé adding 
their disapproval to that of Senators 
Chantal Jouanno and Jean-René Lecerf. 
So, too, did similar actions by 
Conservative leaders from Thatcher 
onwards. But we should not be 
surprised that leaders of mainstream, 
right-wing parties adopt such tactics. 
They work. It will be interesting to see 
what the French electorate decides in 
the National Assembly elections in June. 


| wish to acknowledge the assistance of 
Mr John Rabbitt. Any errors are mine. 


Dr Mark Pitchford is Visiting Research 
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Notes 

1. These opinion polls, carried out 
by Harris, ifop, BVA and CSA, 
are accessible via the table of 
opinion poll results at: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
French_legislative_election, 2012 
(accessed 18 May 2012) 


2. The following derives from ‘Sarkozy 
veut se “batter” pour les electeurs 
du FN’, in Le Figaro, 19 April 2012 
(accessed 14 May 2012) 


3. The following derives from 
‘Sarkozy a la reconquete de 
l'electorat FN', in Le Figaro, 24 April 
2012 (accessed 14 May 2012) 
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ISRAEL'S FORMER AMBASSADOR to 
France has expressed his dismay at 
support given by French Jews to Marine 
Le Pen, leader of the Front National (FN). 

Ms Le Pen won almost one in five 
votes in the first round of the 
presidential election on 22 April. 

Danny Shek, who served in Paris 
from 2006 until last year, says that there 
is an increasing view among some Jews 
that Ms Le Pen is “cleaning house" 
and should be supported. 

Mr Shek said: “What worries me as 
a Jew and as an Israeli is that more and 
more Jews find her appealing. There is 
a growing popularity for the primitive 
formula, ‘my enemy's enemy is my 
friend’. 

“| wrote an article on the French 
elections for an Israeli newspaper, in 
which | said this, and | had 250 
talkbacks. A good 70-80 per cent of 


Danny Shek: rejects Marine Le Pen's claim that the FN 
is not antisemitic 


= 
| en It ? By Orlando Radice 


them said | was a fool, picking up on 
this idea. They thought Le Pen was 
someone who was cleaning house. 

“The fact that one in five French 
voters felt comfortable enough with a 
party that stands for xenophobia and 
antisemitism is horrific." 

France has the biggest Jewish 
community in Europe, numbering more 
than half a million. 

Richard Pasquier, the president of Crif 
(the French equivalent of the Jewish 
Board of Deputies), says he is relaxed 
about the FN. There are antisemites in 
the party “but they are not the majority 
... The antisemitism is no longer a main 
characteristic of the FN." 

His predecessor as president, Theo 
Klein, was similarly unconcerned: “She 
represents a generation totally different 
from her father's, who built the FN out 
of extreme right-wing neo-fascism and 
nostalgia for the Vichy regime. Of 
course, | cannot take it for granted that 
her ideas are different from those of her 
father, but to regard as fascists all those 
who voted for her would be a mistake.” 

But despite Ms Le Pen's PR strategy 
of cleaning up her party's antisemitic 
image, the FN continues to work closely 
with Frederic Chatillon, a fervent 
supporter of Hezbollah and promoter 
of Holocaust-denying literature. Mr 
Chatillon, a friend and confidant of Ms 
Le Pen dating back to their time 
together at law school, works as her 
unofficial public relations adviser and 
provides PR services to the FN through 
his media company, Riwal. 

Mr Chatillon also runs the Syria news 
website Infosyrie, which backs President 
Bashar al Assad. In March 2011 Mr 
Chatillon wrote: “Dear President Assad, 
it's the Zionist lobby that the French 
press orders to destabilise your 
wonderful country.” 

In 2006 Mr Chatillon met Hezbollah 


leaders in Lebanon, accompanied by 
antisemitic French “comedian” 
Dieudonné. 

Ms Le Pen herself has defended Iran's 
nuclear programme and warned that an 
attack on the country would be a 
“violation of international law”. 

Speaking exclusively to the JC, Ms Le 
Pen said: “As far as | know, Iran's 
nuclear effort is defensive, not offensive. 

“There is no proof today that the 
Iranians have any other purpose than a 
civil nuclear programme and, even if 
that were not the case, they won't be 
the first to use the bomb." 

Ms Le Pen has claimed to be “friends” 
with Israel and, last November, was 
photographed with Israeli UN envoy 
Ron Prosor at the UN. 

Many commentators, however, have 
seen this merely as part of a wider 
strategy to oppose Muslims in Europe, 
including her attack on halal meat 
(but which also included kashrut). 

Mr Shek said: “As long as we 
consider the Jewish community in 
Europe to be on the front line in 
fighting antisemitism, Israel is not 
allowed under any circumstances to 
act as a figleaf for this party." 

He added: “She is a more 
sophisticated version of her father. 

But there is no sign that there is any 
difference between them on reopening 
attitudes to Jews, Israel and Jewish 
history, particularly recent history. Her 
party includes people with a record of 
Holocaust denial and antisemitism. 

“She is playing on the fact that 
French people in general are more 
scared than they were”. 


This article first appeared in the Jewish 
Chronicle on 27 April 2012 and is 
reproduced (with very minor changes) 
with the editor's permission. Gideon 
Kouts contributed to this report 
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Nationalist participation in Moscow's 
March of Millions 


RUSSIAN NATIONALIST GROUPS, 
which have been actively attempting 
to bolster their popularity by 
participating in the protest movement 
For Fair Elections, attended the March 
of Millions in Moscow on 6 May. 


Members of the Great Russia 
party gathered at the Oktyabrskaya 
Metro station with flags and banners 
depicting their symbols, passing 
through metal detectors without 
hindrance. Under the leadership of 
Andrei Saveliev they formed a convoy 
of about one hundred people, 
who were joined by apparently 
unorganised others wearing 
balaclavas and medical masks. 

They stood for a while on Yakimanka 
Street, chanting, “We won't deal with 
Liberals” and other slogans, but did 
not in the end take part in the main 
demonstration, instead heading away 
from the march. Some in the column 
gave the fascist salute. 

Some of the group not from the 
Great Russia party remained at 
the event, holding pencil-written 


Dmitry Demushkin detained by the police 
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placards displaying the kolovrat, the 
Slavic swastika. 

Participants in the action included 
about thirty members of the Russian 
Civil Union (RGS), carrying flags and 
a banner reading “Russia chooses 
freedom". They lined up alongside the 
march's LGBT column and, according 
to media reports, there was an 
altercation between gay rights and 
nationalist activists. RGS activists 
chanted, “What does Russia choose? 
Russia chooses freedom!" 


Observers from Sova noted symbols 
representing the Common Cause 
movement, along with several imperial 
Russian flags of various sizes. At least 
two demonstrators were in Cossack 
uniform, 


Demonstrators distributed the 


newspapers Slavyanka March and Duel. 


A few dozen ultra-right 
demonstrators, including 
Russians movement leader Dmitry 
Demushkin, were detained at the 
Teatralnaya Metro station. The Interior 
Ministry's press service said they had 


“tried to arrange a brawl in the subway 
and provocations against the police”. 


This article is republished from 
Sova (sova-center.ru/en) with the 
kind permission of its director 
Alexander Verkhovsky, who has 
agreed to contribute articles to 
Searchlight on a regular basis. 

The Sova Centre for Information 
and Analysis is a Russian non-profit 
organisation founded in 2002. It 
conducts research and informational 
work on nationalism and racism, 
relations between the churches 

and secular society, and political 
radicalism. It is also interested 

in human rights issues, especially 
government misuse of counter- 
extremism measures. 


W seaman raza: “A PYCCAMI, 
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Fiore aspires to 
Golden Dawn's 
election success 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE RHETORIC IS the same and so are their tactics. They 
consider themselves twin parties, with exactly the same goals. 
But whereas Chrysi Avgi (Golden Dawn), complete with 
swastikas and Nazi salute, jumped to 7% of the vote at last 
month's general election in Greece, Italy's Forza Nuova (FN), 
which stood in local elections also held last month in 28 
provincial capitals and 940 town councils, had to content itself 
with less than 1% in the few places where it put up candidates. 
In Verona, one of its strongholds, it got a meagre 0.74%. 

All Roberto Fiore, FN’s leader, could do was to send warm 
congratulations to his longstanding friend and admirer, Nikolaos 
Michaloliakos, the leader of Golden Dawn. "The lesson delivered 
by the proud Greek population to the political traitors acting in 
alliance with international finance is clear," Fiore wrote, “the 
national revolutionaries of Golden Dawn have achieved an 
expected and spectacular result. The economic recipes, [as well as 
the] social and anti-immigration [policies] of Golden Dawn are the 
same as those of FN and the leaders of these two movements 
have been the protagonists of important political acts in the recent 
past.” In 2010 Michaloliakos attended a meeting against the 
“excessive power of banks” organised by Fiore in Milan. 

FN is actually a little older than Golden Dawn, which is said to 
have copied the Italian party, perhaps through Paolo 
Caratossidis, nicknamed “the Greek" because of his origins. 
Caratossidis was already with Fiore when FN was set up in 
1997. In 2000 he became second-in-command and was the 
party's national coordinator when he resigned at the end of 
2010 after accusing Fiore of lazy thinking and lack of action. 

Links between Golden Dawn and FN were developed through 
regular meetings over the years, though it was the episode of the 
so-called “Nazi Olympics" of 2005 that brought their closeness 
to public knowledge. This was, in fact, the incident that made 
many antifascists aware for the first time of Golden Dawn as a 
particularly dangerous outfit on the European Nazi landscape. 

The “Nazi Olympics” or “First Pan European Nationalist 
Summer Camp" had been arranged to take place in Greece, 
hosted by Golden Dawn and co-organised by the German 
National Democratic Party (NPD), FN and the Spanish Falange. 
Hundreds of Nazis were expected to arrive from all over Europe 
to be entertained by a “hate wave festival concert organised by 
White Power 2005". Protests were sent to Konstantinos 
Karamanlis, the Greek Prime Minister at the time, from 
antifascist organisations all over Europe and the event was 


~ 


gh ‘Cypriot National People's 
I (ELAM) marchers in Nicosia 


cancelled. As reported by Searchlight, a similar event was 
arranged for the summer of 2008 in Cyprus, seen as the frontier 
against the Muslim world. This too had to be cancelled. 

After the summer camps fiascos it was FN that without any 
hindrance took over the role of organising a string of 
international gatherings on Italian soil, with the addition of a 
representative from the Cypriot National People's Front (ELAM), 
Stratos Karanicolaou, seen on one occasion at the side of Simon 
Darby, then deputy leader of the British National Party, and Fiore 
at a meeting in Milan in April 2009. The link between ELAM and 
Golden Dawn is so close that it was Karanicolaou who last month 
responded to Fiore's congratulations on Golden Dawn's electoral 
success. “The militants of Golden Dawn have re-established 
order by kicking out immigrants from the most dangerous streets 
in our cities," Karanicolaou enthused. “It's not by chance that 
people are calling Golden Dawn rather than the police. So many 
old ladies have been able to collect their pensions in safety, 
escorted by Golden Dawn militants. And the same militants take 
food to homes where there is none. With their charismatic leader, 
Nikolaos Michaloliakos, Golden Dawn have gone from 0.29% in 
2009 to 7% in three years and 21 seats in Parliament. This 
incredible result has made the European nationalists who fight 
against the decadence of our continent very happy." 

Fiore and other Nazi parties in Italy may be looking forward to 
the next general election in 2013 to seek to emulate the success 
of Golden Dawn, but they have a long way to go. The results of 
last month's local elections are puzzling. Berlusconi's PDL party 
and the Northern League predictably got a drubbing because of 
the recent scandals, losing up to 50% of their vote in some 
wards, but instead of turning to the nazifascists, the disaffected 
voters either abstained or opted for the Movimento 5 Stelle, the 
5 Star Movement, led by Beppe Grillo, a former comedian who 
has turned against political parties of both left and right. His 
movement got an average 9% of the vote nationally. Some 
observers credit him with having channelled in his direction the 
anti-establishment vote that, especially among the young, might 
have gone to the far right. 

The idea that it might take a comedian to save Italy from its 
Golden Dawn may sound preposterous, but while he keeps 
hundreds of thousands of votes parked in his “theatre of anti- 
politics” there is still hope that electors will take time to reflect 
on the consequences of their choices before the next general 
election next year. 


June 2012 | Searchlight | 29 


ee ee 


News and analysis 


USA 


American Front arrests in Florida 
Violence by neo-nazis persists, sometimes self-inflicted 


By By Leonard Zeskind, www.!REHR.org 


ELEVEN MEMBERS OF the American Front — seven men 
and four women — were arrested on weapons, conspiracy 
and hate crimes felonies in central Florida in May. A 
twelfth was still evading authorities, as Searchlight went 
to press. The ringleader appears to be 39-year old Marcus 
Faella, a one-time local leader in the Confederate 
Hammerskins who had become prominent in the 
American Front, a rival white power skinhead organisation 
with roots going back more than two decades. 

Faella and his wife, Patti Faella, own a multi-acre tract 
of land with an address in St Cloud, Florida, but which 
abutted the Bull Creek Wildlife Management Area, 
according to a law enforcement affidavit filed in Osceola 
County. This land is closer to Disney World in Orlando 
than it is to Lake Okeechobee, and is technically not part 
of the original Everglades. Nevertheless, it is swampy, 
wooded and remote; the nearest paved road was five 
miles away. The Faellas routinely required American 
Front members to undergo training in firearms and 
explosives, as well as so-called survivalist techniques. 

A police informant insinuated himself into the group 
around 2010 and was a fully “patched” member of the 
American Front by 2011. The informant reported that 
one of the members, Jessy Brown, committed suicide on 
the land that November with a shotgun he had 
purchased at a Wal-Mart Super Center. 


Be 
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The Faellas and other American Front members had 
outfitted the acreage with a barbed wire fence and 
fortified entrenchments, and were stockpiling 
ammunition, water and food, effectively turning the 
place into an encampment that they proclaimed it was 
their duty to defend. In this regard, their activities looked 
more like those of a rural Christian-patriot group in the 
Midwest from the 1980s or 1990s than those of a 
suburban skinhead group. 

The group's plans for violence this May, however, 
were entirely subcultural. They were apparently planning 
to attack and disrupt a small May Day march in nearby 
Melbourne that was being organised by a group of 
anarchists and local anti-racist skinheads. Their plans 
included stashing cars loaded with weapons near the 
site of the planned march and shooting up the home of 
a local anti-racist. Marcus Faella told his members that 
the violence would help them gain notoriety and new 
members. 

According to the affidavit, the authorities knew of the 
impending violence on 1 May, but did not begin 
arresting members of the white power skinhead group 
until 4 May. Meanwhile, the anti-racist rally never 
materialised. A trial date has not yet been set. 

American Front has a long pedigree of violence, going 
back to the first emergence of white power skinheads as 


a subcultural phenomenon in the United States. In 1988, 
under the direction of Robert Heick, they staged a small 
“White Workers Day March" on May Day in San 
Francisco. That formation resettled up the coast in 
Portland, Oregon and was considerably more literate 
than most white power skin groups at that time, 
producing a string of newsletters under different names, 
including Valkyrie View for so-called Aryan women in 
the Northwest. It claimed to promote a version of Third 
Position politics that was also being promoted by White 
Aryan Resistance mogul Tom Metzger. 

American Front developed a presence in Florida under 
the leadership of David Lynch. From the beginning 
American Fronters had a propensity towards violence, 
often aimed at anti-racist skinheads. Lynch and two 
other young skin recruits were arrested in separate 
incidents in Edgewater Florida in 1989. Fights and 
vandalism involving American Fronters also occurred in 
Daytona Beach and Ormond Beach at that time. 

Heick nominally moved the headquarters of American 
Front to Arkansas, but the organisation virtually 
disappeared in the late 1990s. Lynch resurrected it in 
Sacramento, California. He was shot dead in 2011, anda 
fellow skinhead and meth addict was named as a person 
of interest, but no conviction is on record. 


Arizona white nationalist kills four 


others, then himself 

Jason Toddy Ready (known to friends and enemies alike 
as JT) was a figure of some note among Arizona's anti- 
immigrant crowd. A one-time member of the 
Minutemen, he gained the confidence of Russell Pearce, 
a State Senator at the time. Pearce apparently converted 
Ready to the Mormon Church, before getting booted 


out of the legislature in a recall election. 

Running for multiple public offices, Ready finally won a 
Republican Party precinct committee chair in 2006. It 
took two years, but finally several Republican politicians 
moved to have him removed from the precinct post 
because his simultaneous membership of the National 
Socialist Movement (NSM) embarrassed them in the 
press. Shorn of his Republican Party mantle, and leaving 
behind the NSM membership — but not its racist and 
antisemitic ideas — Ready started his own border vigilante 
operation in 2010. 

It all came to an end on 2 May, however, when 39-year- 
old Ready shot and killed four people: his girlfriend, Lisa 
Mederos, her 22-year old daughter, and the daughter's 
boyfriend and 16-month old baby daughter. Then Ready 
turned his guns on himself and committed suicide. 

Ready's website friends have offered a variety of 
outrageous claims that “drug cartels” or “the Jews” 
are to blame for the multiple deaths, according to the 
Southern Poverty Law Center. But no responsible 
rationale exists for the Hitler-bunker-like self-inflicted 
violence — except of course that violence runs like a 
terrible white thread through the white nationalist 
movement's ranks. 


The 11 arrested American Front members (photos from left to right): 
Christopher Brooks 

Diane Stevens 

Dustin Perry 

Jennifer McGowan 

Mark McGowan 

Kent McLellan 

Patricia Faella 

Paul Jackson 

Richard Stockdale 

Verlin Clifford Lewis 

Marcus Faella 

and Dylan Rettenmaier, still on the run as Searchlight went to press 
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News and analysis 


GREECE 


New chance to kick out Golden Dawn Nazis 


By Sonia Gable 


VOTERS IN GREECE will go to the polls again on 17 June 
after no party was able to form a coalition government 
following last month's general election. 

The election on 6 May delivered a firm vote against the 
crushing austerity measures imposed by the International 
Monetary Fund, European Central Bank and the EU, with 
less than one third of voters supporting the two parties that 
supported the bailout package. 

The conservative New Democracy party won only 18.9% 
of the vote, but because it topped the poll it qualified for an 
extra 50 seats in the 300-strong parliament. Even so, it and 
Pasok, the pro-bailout party on the left which split before the 
May election, together only mustered 149 seats. Syriza, the 
Coalition of the Radical Left, came second with 16.8%, the 
communist KKE took 8.5% and the Democratic Left 6.1%, 
in other words nearly one third of the vote went to anti- 
austerity parties on the left. 

The election also put the violent Nazi Golden Dawn party in 
parliament for the first time: its 7% giving the party 21 seats, 
in a demonstration of how fascist parties channel working 
class anger at falling living standards and economic hardship 
into blaming other sections of the community, and stoking 
up ethnic and religious tensions. However the far-right LAOS 
party, which had been predicted to do well, lost all the 16 
seats it previously held. 

Golden Dawn, which in 2009 polled only 0.29% — well 
short of the 3% threshold needed to win seats — campaigned 
hard against “illegal immigration", promising to put mines and 
electric fences on the borders. Its supporters, who routinely 
wear black shirts and emblems resembling Nazi insignia, are 
often seen intimidating immigrants in run-down parts of 
Athens and other cities, barely hindered by the police. No 


Athens, Greece | 


Wednesday 4th April 2012 


32 | Searchlight | June 2012 


surprise then that more than half of Greek police officers 
reportedly voted for Golden Dawn. 

In the run-up to the election Golden Dawn tried to win 
votes by delivering food to poor people. One 76-year-old 
cancer sufferer told a BBC journalist, “They're helping us, 
so | should give them something in return”. 

Over the past few months Greek people have protested 
on the streets against the previous government's attempts 
to make them pay for the financial crisis brought about by 
the bankers and the EU's rulers. They now need to reject the 
attempts of the Nazis to divide them. 

One of the protesters was Dimitris Christoulas, who shot 
himself in the head on the morning of 4 April outside the 
metro station at Syntagma (Constitution) Square in Athens. 
He is one of many driven to suicide since 2010 as a result of 
the savage austerity measures. 

His suicide note is a succinct call to action, of which 
whatever government is elected should take heed. Likening 
the previous government to the collaborationist regime during 
the German occupation in the Second World War led by 
Georgios Tsolakoglou, he wrote: “The Tsolakoglou Occupation 
government has literally crushed my prospects for survival, 
so far based on a decent pension, which / alone (without 
state help) financed over 35 years. 

“Seeing that my age doesn't allow me to react dynamically 
(while of course | wouldn't rule out that if a Greek man 
grabbed a Kalashnikov, | would be the next to follow), | see 
no other solution than this dignified end to my life before | 
have to start scavenging rubbish bins for food. 

“| believe that young people with no future will one day 
take up arms and hang the national traitors upside down in 
Syntagma Square, just as the Italians did to Mussolini in 1945.” 

Since the shock of Golden Dawn's success, people have 
learned what this party represents, and many hope that it 
will be booted back into the gutter where it belongs. Opinion 
polls in mid-May showed Syriza on course to win — and take 
the 50 bonus seats. European leaders have threatened to cut 
off funding for Greece if it rejects the bailout package. But 
the austerity measures have driven the country into recession, 
condemning its people to unemployment and poverty. 

Even so, Syriza's leader Alexis Tsipras does not want Greece 
to leave the EU or even the euro. Instead he believes he can 
get a better deal with Brussels and Berlin by threatening 
Greek bankruptcy, which would destabilise other EU countries 
and the euro itself. If his party forms a government, he 
will inevitably be unable to resolve his programme's 
contradictions and all he is likely to achieve is austerity with 
a few added sweeteners. 
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Inside the 
RADICAL RIGHT 


The Development of 
Anti-immigrant Parties 
in Western Europe 


DAVID ART 


_} Reviewed by Adam Carter 


WHAT MAKES SOME radical right 
groups successful in particular 
countries? Why do some gain a 
modicum of respectability and win 
seats in elections while others fail 
dismally at the ballot box or fall apart 
in internal recriminations? 

These are fundamental questions 
for anyone concerned about the threat 
posed by the radical right. This book, 
written by David Art, an Associate 
Professor in Political Science at Tufts 
University in the US, makes a valuable 
contribution to our understanding 
of them. 

In addressing the question of the 
electoral appeal of the radical right, 
scholars tend to take one of two 
approaches, looking at either 
‘demand’ or ‘supply’. Demand-side 
studies focus on the factors that shape 
the electorate's demand for radical 
right parties, particularly social issues 
such as identity, racism, immigration, 
economic insecurity and perceptions 
of crime and terrorism. Supply-side 
studies focus on the parties 
themselves, their internal organisation 
and development and the calibre and 
motivations of their activists. Both sets 
of studies also tend to incorporate 
variables such as the differences in 
electoral systems — for example 
between the UK's first-past-the-post 
system in parliamentary elections 
compared with the proportional 
representation common 
in other European countries. 

Art's book follows several recent 


supply-side studies of the radical 
right” which have looked at the 
central role of party organisation and 
the contribution of a party's activists. 
His main argument is that the key 
factor in the success of a radical right 
party is the organisational ability and 
the number of its core activists. In 
simple terms, if these activists can 
develop and sustain a professional 
and efficient party which is suited to 
the demands of electoral politics then 
they have every chance of success. 

In his view, this is more important 
than any other factor such as levels 
of unemployment or immigration, 

or the electoral system in a 

particular country. 

Art usefully elaborates on the 
composition of the activist base, 
distinguishing between moderates, 
extremists and opportunists. For a 
party to be successful he contends it 
needs to attract a sufficient number of 
moderates (broadly defined as those 
who accept democracy even if they 
hold strongly nationalistic views) to 
complement the extremists (those 
who reject democracy and tend to be 
avowedly racist and antisemitic but 
are also often the most committed 
to the cause) and the opportunists 
(those who join the party to fulfil 
personal ambition after its initial 
success). The moderates are often, 
but not always, professional and 
middle class. In addition to being 
presentable to the electorate and 
other potential party members, they 


| Inside the Radical Right: 
| The Development of 

| Anti-Ilmmigrant Parties in 
Western Europe. ty pavid a: 


| (Cambridge University Press, 2011) Paperback 288pp £18.99 


often bring organisational and 
bureaucratic skills which are vital for 
party-building, campaigning, 
fundraising and electioneering. 
Interestingly a party seems to need a 
mix of both of these types of activists 
— too many extremists and it becomes 
unattractive to voters while too many 
moderates may mean that the party 
‘loses its edge’ and becomes 
indistinguishable from existing 
conservative right-wing parties. 

He also identifies some other 
contextual factors which contribute to 
a party's success. If there is an existing 
nationalist sub-culture, this provides a 
ready source of potential activists 
(often drawn from the fascist or nazi 
right) and some organisational 
experience which helps with the tough 
job of party building. The leadership 
needs to be able to deal with the 
inevitable internal factionalism 
between the moderates and extremists 
while also presenting a viable and 
voter-friendly face to the media. 
Ideologically they need to speak the 
anti-immigrant ‘language of cultural 
difference’ rather than advocate the 
explicit biological racism which is 
largely unpopular with the electorate 
and condemned by the media. 

The author's theoretical framework 
is tested through an impressively 
broad range of empirical case studies 
looking at the success and failure of 
over twenty different radical right 
parties in ten European countries. 
Successful groups include the National 
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Front (France), Freedom Party 
(Austria), People's Party (Switzerland), 
Flemish Interest (Belgium), National 
Alliance (Italy), Progress Party 
(Norway) and People's Party 
(Denmark), while the unsuccessful 
parties include the National Front 
(Belgium), Republicans and German 
People's Union (Germany), Swedish 
Democrats and the British National 
Party. The book draws upon extensive 
fieldwork including interviews with 
140 radical right party activists across 
Europe as well as discussions with 
academics and journalists. 

Although this is a scholarly book, 
it is written in a fairly accessible 
jargon-free style and contains lots of 
insightful information and analysis. 
Of particular interest to Searchlight 
readers will be the author's assertion 


that anti-fascist activism can have a 
significant impact on the growth of 
the radical right. This is especially true 
in the earliest stages of a party (I was 
reminded of Hitler's assertion that 
“Only one thing could have stopped 
us — if our adversaries had, from the 
first day, smashed with the utmost 
brutality the nucleus of our 
movement.") A combination of the 
cordon sanitaire where mainstream 
parties shun the radical right coupled 
with physical anti-fascist opposition 
and the social stigma of visible 
membership of extremist groups can 
deter potential new members from 
joining radical right parties as well as 
inhibit their electoral growth. Once 
radical right parties are established, 
have strong internal organisation and 
a committed activist base, and are 


deemed socially acceptable by the 
public, they become much more 
difficult to stop in their tracks. 

While aspects of the author's thesis 
are difficult to prove — it's a lot easier 
to measure electoral support and 
public attitudes towards immigration 
than it is to assess the effectiveness 
of party organisation, for example — 
he makes a persuasive case containing 
much that is useful for anti-fascists 
even if his arguments will need to be 
supplemented by further research 
and evidence. 


“For example Extreme Right in 
Western Europe, Carter (Manchester 
University Press, 2005) Extreme Right 
Activists in Europe, Klandermans & 
Mayer (Routledge, 2009), New British 
Fascism, Goodwin, (Routledge, 2011) 


A Special Relationship of Hate? 


50 years of the Anglo-American Far-Right 


An International Conference convening at Park Campus, 
The University of Northampton 


13-14 September 2012 


Keynote speakers are Professor Leonard Weinberg, 
Dr Martin Durham, and Leonard Zeskind 


Will include presentations from Sothern Poverty Law Center, 
Show Racism the Red Card, Dr Paul Jackson and Dr Anton Shekhovtsov 


2 days (including conference meal) £120 


To register or find out more, contact Karin Ferngren 


karin.ferngren@northampton.ac.uk 


Or go to our website: 


www.radicalism-new-media.org 
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Every month, for 37 years, Searchlight has 
exposed the far right in Britain and abroad. It 
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for activists, academics and journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and the rest of 
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Searchlight. 
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Searchlight has always worked alongside the trade unions in our long history of 
exposing racism and fascism. We continue to do so at this crucial time, as the collapse of 
the British National Party raises the threat of other far-right parties gaining support and 
mainstream parties scapegoating minorities and vulnerable sections of society in an 
absence of genuine working-class solutions to the present crisis of capitalism. 


In Europe the present economic crisis has resulted in growing electoral support for far- 
right parties in Greece and France, the re-emergence of a rightwing government in — 
Spain, increasing racism in Italy, and murder squads and infiltration of youth and Green 
organisations in Germany. Democracy is under threat throughout Europe and trade 
unions are the main target of far-right extremists. 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight has attended several trade union conferences so far 
this year and has plans to attend many more during 2012. We will be pleased to meet 
readers, supporters and antifascists generally at all these events. 

Past events 

3-5 February Unison Black Workers, Brighton 


10 March Birmingham Trades Council: Traveller Solidarity Network and Roma 
Europe Network 

6-8 April National Union of Teachers, Torquay 

21-25 May PCS annual conference, Brighton 

26 May BECTU, Mancheser 

Coming events 

9 June National Shop Stewards Network, Friends House, London 

9 June Women Chainmakers' Festival and unveiling of monument, Cradley 
Heath, West Midlands 

17-22 June Unison annual conference, Bournemouth 

24 June RMT annual conference, Torquay 

25-26 June Unite annual conference, Brighton 

13-15 July Tolpuddle Martyrs' Festival in Dorset 

14 July Durham Miners’ Gala 


2 September Burslem School Strike Rally, Diss, Norfolk 
9-12 September TUC conference, Brighton 


11 September — Fighting Fascism On All Fronts: TUFS TUC fringe meeting, 5.30- 
7.00pm Old Ship Hotel, Brighton. Speakers: Leonard Zeskind, US 
expert on the far right; Frank Dobson MP; Dominic Byrne, NUT, 
Megan Dobney, SERTUC; Bob Crow, RMT. 


5-7 October National Union of Journalists annual conference, Newcastle 


Thanks for your support and greetings to all our new members. 
In Solidarity 3 
Cathy Pound 

TUFS Liaison Officer 


For more information, please contact Cathy Pound at 
editors@searchlightmagazine.com, or by writing to Cathy Pound, Trade Union Friends 
of Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG. 


reed 
unite 


theUNION 


NATIONAL UNION 


JOURNALISTS 


